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eaſe of the Mind which 
7any people Gena more 
or leſs of ; although few be= 
lieve it, and te ewer are wit= 
line to own it. The Lrea- 
reſt part, and the wiſeſt, are 
commonly aſh am d of it. Bat 
yet there are ſome ( the few- 
er, the better) who think it 
A ſine thing fo be lon: 7 thay 
07 1mary, in Conſul! Hin, 1 
preparing, ana confeſſung, 1 he. 
more they outedg the ir neigh- 
vours in theſe mallers, and 
the more they are taken n0= 
* 2 tice 
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To the Reader. 
tice of for being ſingular, 


fo much more they admire 
themſelves for being skilfal, 
careful, and exatt. The 
ſeem to affet# theſe tedious 
and tormentins Scrupuloſis 
ties, as if they thought them 
zo be the Modiſh Diſtem- 
per of the Saints : And, if 
one may judge by appear an= 
ces, they are like a certain 
Lady, who having entertain'd 
the company with a long 
hiſtory of her Vapours, could 
not endure to hear a Gentle- 
woman, inferior to her ſelf, 
bezin to complain of the ſame 
znaiſpoſition. Marry come 
up, ſays her Ladyſhip, we 
ſhall have every body, ge 
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To the Reader. 


of theſe days, take upon 
them to be troubled with 
Vapours, if. fuch as you 
pretend to it. 

Tis hard to determine, 
which is oveater, the Folly. 
or the Miſchief of Serupu= 
lofiiy. Take tit one wa 
there 735 a0 ubject m0Ye ſe> 
rious : take it the other, there 
is nothing 5207e pigs alons. 

MM chief "deſion zs 10 pre- 
went the Mii jonief of tt, 
without ſparing the Folly, 
when it happens to lie in ny 
way. And truly, when peo- 
ple are ſo fond of theld Scrus 
ples, [ am apt to think, it 
5; aot amiſs to let them fee 
how filly the hamiour is... 
ts There-: 


To the Reader. 


There is always a ſecret 
Pride lies lurkin: in the bot- 
tom, when they are ſo fliff 
in their opinion; and a little 
ſenſe of ſhame is in ſome 
meaſure a remedy for it, If 
on always treat theſe follies 
with _ ana gravity, it 
will only ſerve to confirm them 
in a vain belief, that their 
miſtakes are wiſe ones: And 
this being wile 1n their 
own conceits 7s the chief 
part of their Diſeaſe. 

In fine, well or ill, 1 
have now done Scriblins : 
And, upon ſecond thouzhts, 
am in forme admiration ho:v 
1 ever prevaiPd with my 
felf, ro begin, But, being once 


entcr'd, 
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eater'd, and havins already 
publiſhd * ſome ſeall Pzecc 

[ was not willing to te oo 
off, till I had made a pre- 
ſent of this little T alas”, to 
my Friends ; 10 whom if it 
prove acceptable and uſe ay il, 
I ſhall not think my lavour 
loft : And, for the reſt, the 
care 1s ak en, 

[leam time I keep wy 
name to my ſelf : And my 
reaſon 7, becauſe I love a 
quiet life. T1 ever lookt upon 
it as the greateſt bleſſing 
wnich a bad World can af- 
ford ; and am perſwaded that 

being 
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To the Reader. 


being Private is the eaſieſt 
aud ſecrreſt way of being 
Quiet. $UASR L T ſee 710 9004, 
there is in being tall. of ; 

either well, or a” - The on? 
25 2004 for :othins but to 
make a man Vaiy; the Other 
15 As ap! to zake bim V ext ; 
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APPROBATION. 


ol 
Have read this learned Treatiſe, 
concerning Blind Obedtence, which 
I judge very uſeful ; and obſerved 
nothing in it, but ſolid and Orthodox. 
Dat, Lovaniz. 17. Aprilts, 1695. 


FRANCIS MARTIN. 
Doe&or and Royal Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the Univerſity of 
Lovaio, _. 
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CHAR. I. 
Tie Charatter of Blind Obedience, 
and of pang. which tis 


{lumble and Submiſſtve. 


| Lind Obedience 1s an 11} 
| name which the World 
' has given to one -of the 
beſt things in it. I do not call 
It fo, becauſe I think it is ſo ; 
but becauſe the cuſtom of ſpeak- 
ing will have it ſo, and many 
B people 
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people will not underſtand me 
if 1 uſe another term for it, 
However I ſha!l endeavour ty 
do it ſo mucit juitice, as to ſhew 
plainly in a familiar example, 
that fo goocl a thing Co2s nut 
deſerve lo bad 2 name, 

Let us ſupyoic two Travellers 
in the fame way. to th2 ſame 
hone, and that their lives and 
tortunes depen t upon tNetr Com- 
ing thnely thither. The one gors 
fluwly on, and oftentimes itands 
jt1'l to ſatisfie his curiolity, cither 
in looking back to take a pro- 
pet of th? Country which he 
eaves behind him, or elſe in ſtu- 
dying whether the foot-way on 
th: right hand or the lett bz 
better than the way he's in : 
Whileit he 15 thus ainuled with 
idle fancies, tim? runs on, the 
day is ſpent, he is benighted be- 
tore he is aware, and be.ins to 
repent when 'tis teo late. His 
teilow-traveiler conſiders that al 
tieſe vain aanteragats are nv- 
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thing to his purpoſe, he 1s full of 
concern for the great aftair he 
has in hand, and therefore he 
marches diligently on , minds 
carefully the way before him, 
and never ſtops to look behind, 
cr gaze about him. Will any bo- 
dy lay, this man 1s blind, becauſe 
| | fe does not fee backward ? or 
becauſe he does not fiare about 
him, on the one fide, or the ©- 


; ther ? All his buſinels is to go for- 

ward, he ſees the way before him 

| as well as any man living, he ſees 

» | 4! that he has need to lee; and 

- | therefore, whoſoever ſays this 

» | manis blind, mult excuſe me if I 
| camot believe tt. 


& : , 
| The Caſe of theſe two Tra- 
"| veilcrs is dayly verified in {crupu- 
, || lous perſons, of which there are 
two ſorts: the one prond and 


y willtul, th: other humble and 
is | {uomijtive, Thoſerely upon them- 
© | {e!v<s, and theſe upon their Guide, 
| Thoſe always are diſtarb'd with 
\2 | idle doubts and fears which are 
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not worth a ſerious thought : 
Theſe never trouble their heads 
with any thing but their chief 
buſineſs, which is to march dili- 
gently on, for fear of coming late 
They never ſtop to look backward, 
for fear of having dropt ſomething 
behind them; they never {tand 
{till to obſerve the difterent paths 
on either ſide of the road; they 
carefully obſerve the ſure dire&i- 
on of their Guide, and, without 
Ciſputing the matter with him, 
are contented to follow whereſo- 
e're he leads. This 1s the true 
character. of the Obedience [ 
ſpeak of : It is always ready to 
march at firſt word of command ; 
it never pauſes to gaze behind it, 
or on either fide; it clearly ſees 
the way which it is bid to take, 
and never perplexes it felf with 
any doabts about it, becauſe it is 
{-lf-evident there can be no other 
way for true Obzdience, What 
a ſpiteful thing it is, to ſay, that 


this Obedience is bl;nd, when it 


Pl eci 


CA>— > Pops my ho, _ 


an Flumble Penitent. N 


fees 1ts way lo clearly, and is fe 


certain of 1t ! 

This humble and fabmiſſive 
Scrupulolity 1s rather to be envied, 
than be pitied, To theſe there 
is no need of preaching Blind 
Obedience. T hey are very well 
acquainted with it: 'tis their day 
ly practice, and perpetual com- 
fort : 'tis by this they overcome 
their doubts and fears; and though 
they are not quite fo eaſy as they 
would be, yet they are contented 
and rela Their Scrupulolity 
though ſometimes painful, is al- 
ways advantagious to them : the 
experience of their weakneſs hum- 
bles them, and fortifies them 11 
the practice of Obedience, it nos 
only puts them in the way to 
Heaven, but it helps to keep them 
in it; and therefore I have no: 
more to ſay to them at preſent, 
but only to wiſh them a good 
journey. The proud and wilful 
vinners are the perſons, I have 
now to deal with: Thoſe Sin- 
A 3 ners 
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ners who are not contented to be 
Saints accorai;i2 to God's heart, 
but mmf} and will be Siiats accor- 
ding to their 0:77, 


GHAT 1 
id 
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1 ,;e true Caitzes of proud and 
wifi Scriupuloſity. 


| Ur Doctors and Divines, who 

treat of Scruples, obſerve 
ſeveral cauſes of them: 1. Me- 
lancholy, which is {ſometimes cu- 
red by Phylick : 2. Suggeſtion of 
the Devil, againſt whom the beſt 
defence is Prayer: 3. Converſa- 
tion of Scrupulous perfons, whoſe 
needleſs Gciicourſes of their in- 
ward troubles, ought to be 
ſhann'd as infectious: 4. Read- 
119 of caſuiitical Books, which 


are to be avoided as remedies un- 


{ws Thele are the Cauſes which 
they 
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they commonly take notice of 5 


but they are nothing to my pre- 
{ent purpoſe : becaute a compli- 
cation of them ail together, mav 
conftit with being humble 'and 
lubmiſſve, 

The true and proper Cauſes 
of onr being prond and wilful in 
our Scruples, are the Eſteem of 
oar Judgment, and the Love of 
our Liberty, which we derive 
originally from the Sin of our 
firit Parents. We are carions of 
towing good! and evil: we are am- 
bitions of being like the Hizhe, 
we are defirous of being abſo- 
late and independent in all our 
thoughts and actions : we would 
willingly be uncontrollable mn 
both : we would fain do what we 
think, and think what we pleaſe > 
na word, we would gladly chuſe 
cur own Way, and be our own 
Judges whether we have choſen 
right or Wrong. 

'Tis obvious to every body's 
natural reaſon, that Scrupulous 
B 4 per- 
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perſons would never be proud, if 
they had not an eſteem of their 
judgment ; neither would they be 
wilful in their Scruples, if they 
did not love the liberty of their 
humour. They eſteem their judg- 
ment, and are therefore ſo proud 
they cannot endure to ſubmit it : 
they love their humour, and there- 
fore are ſo wilful, they cannot 
abide to croſs it. To abate this 
love, and to corre&t this vain 
eſteem, 1 know nothing more pro- 
per than to expoſe the folly and 
the miſcheif which attend them : 
and therefore ſhall endeavour in 
the two following Chapters: to 
thew the extravagant effects, and 
the pernicious conſequences of 
them, 


CHAP. 


an Humble Penitent. 


CHAT. 343 


The extravagant Effefts of Scru- 
puloſity when. it. is Proud ana. 


Wilful. 


Is no wonder that humane 
Reaſon is extravagant, when 
Scrupuloſity on the one fide, and. 
obſtinacy on the other, conſpire- 
together to confound the notions 
of it. The one frights it out of 
the way; the othcr hinders it 
trom coming in again: The one 
warps 1z; the other makes it itand 
bent : And how is't poſſible for 
any body to {quare their actions 
by ſuch a crooked Rule, All that 
I wonder at, is this; that when 
people find, and feel by ſad ex- 
perience, the folly and extrava- 
gancy of their following ſuch a 
Rule, they are yet ſo proud and 
wiltul as not to make ufe of a bet-- 
ter, which God himſelf has recom- 
mended to them. 
B e. T here- 
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There are ſach a va't variety 


of follizs and exceſſes which their 


pride and wiifulneſs betray them 
to, that I ſhoald never make an 
end, if Ipretended to take notice 
of them ail: and therefore, to 
bring my matters into as little 
compais as may be, and to make 
them 2s plain and ſelf-evident as 
I can. I thall recuce them to three 
general heads, by conſiderirg the 
Principal duties of Temperance, 
and by comparing that of the Bo- 
ay with the other of the Mind, 
wich hes moſt need of it, and 
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and will certainly deftroy us. A 
man mult needs be very intempe- 
rate indeed, who longs for a beity- 
full of Arlenick, 45 much as a 
child does tor a "Inmp of Sugar. 
Would you not think a man 
ſtrangely wiliul, who will not de 

lieve 'tis poY lon, till, he has tried 
it? Such is th e folly of many {crn- 
pulous penitents, who long to» 
now fome ſecret t ruths, x hich 
'f they knew for certain, the Ve 

ry certat 1ty wonld be enough to 
rune then. They i11ghtt them- 
elves alinoſt out of their wits 
with - thinking, that their Con- 
te{itons NEVEL UTE OX; act, the © tlicy 
never love God thovye ail thing Ig 
that they never do ſar cient p2- 
HANCe or 7 haip fins, that they are 
not in the >Scate 6f Grace, and 
that thay arenctin ha namber of! 
God's Elect. tiny he! 'ppy 1 ould 
tlicy be n cal. Ul) Te Tels! Dat know 
4 arediy 0] the tr _ of theie 1 IMPOr=-- 


tant inatters ! if they knew only 
tele two things, 1. That they 


_ 


are 
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are at preſent in God's favonr, 
2. that they always ſhall be fo, 


How _— and unconcern'd- 


ly would they then march forward. 


in the way to Heaven |! 

I confels, they have all the rea- 
ſon in the world to wiſh theſe 
things were true: Their Eternal 
happineſs or mifery depend entire- 
ly upon the truth of them : Bat, 
ſince they may be true, without 
their knowledge, 'tis evidently un- 
neceflary to know it, and unrea- 
ſonableto be ſo eager for the a{ 
ſaurance of it, Alas! all this 1s 
nothing but the weakneſs and 
taint-heartecdneſs of an infirm and 
cowardly Spirit, which makes 
ten over-covetous of their ſecu- 
rity : a Security which would c- 
ternally undo. them, if they had 
it. They are terribly. atraid : 
this Fear makes them very unealy : 
and this Uneaſineſs creates an ear- 
neſt defire of an imaginery Cer- 
tainty, which may exempt them 


at 
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at eaſe, In this proceeding there 
is great appearance of Humour 
but not one jot of Reaſon : an 
becauſe they are ſuch great pre- 
tenders to reaſon, I ſhall take the 
pains to prove that nothing can be 
more unreaſonable. 

I. 'Tis impoſſible for any body 
to deſire ſincerely the 7 fur 
of their Soul, without defirin 
at the ſame time to comply wich 
all thoſe duties, which are requi- 
ſite to ſave it, One of theſe du- 
ties is Fear : we are commanded. 
to (a) work our Salvation with 
Fer and Trembling: How then 
ca!i they pretend to go to work 
without it ? 

IL 'Tis certainly a fooliſh 
- thing to avoid one miſchief, by 
incurring another equal to it. . A 
wiſe man, if. he were obliged to 
aſs 'twixt fire and water, would 
e ſure to mind the middle way : 
he would neither burn himſelf 
for fear of drowning, nor drown 

him- 
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himſelf for fear of burning. This 
is the preſent caſe. The way to 
Heaven is the middle-way betwixt 
Preſumption and Deſpair : two 
dreadful precipices which deſcend 
as low as Hell. To fave us from 
falling on either fide, the way is 
fenc'd with Hope and Fear : Hope, 
that we may not deſpair, Fear,that 
ve ray not preſume. The blood 
of our veins, and breath of our 
noſtrils, are not more requiſite for 
the life of our Bodies, than Hope 
and Fear are neceſſary for the 
ſaving of our Sculs : How tin 
can they imagine that 'tts reaion- 
able, to defire to be cxcirpt {rum 
cither ? 

WI. The only true Security 
which can be expected in thi 
world, is that which is groundeC| 
upon Fear. *Tis Fear that makes 
us humble and diligent, By ma- 
king us humble, it prepares us tor 
the grace of God;(b) He pires 
his grace to the humbls; and by 

1N- 
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making us diligent in complying 
with his grace, it helps us to ſe- 
cnre our Salvation; ( c ) Vſe di- 
ligence, ſays the Apoitle, to mate 
your calliag and elettion ſure. Be- 
ſides, *tis Fear that makes us (4) 
watcn and pray, that we enter not 
into temptation, By watching We 
put our ſelves upon a cloſe guard, 
and by praying we obtain the al- 
iitance of Heaven againſt all our 
enemies on earth. When ( e ) our 
Ircmy the Devil goes about like a 
r0ring Tiion, ſeeking to devour ns, 
an unconcern'd aſſurance 1s apt to: 
In]l us afſeep: There's nothing 
like Fear, to make us watchful. 
(f) O God incline unto my aid ; 
O Lord, make haſt to helpme. A 
man, who 1s afraid, will ſay this 
prayer heartily : but he, who 
thinks himſelf im fatety, will et- 
ther ſay 1t very tepidly, or not 
at all, To conclude in a few 
Words 5 Watching and Praying are 
OUr 


(c)- 2 Pet. 1, $0;(4}) Math. 26. 41; 


(c) 1 Pet. 5. 8, (tf) Pſal. 69. 


- 


yl 


t6 The Blind Obedience of 


our beſt Security: Fear is the beſt 
thing in the world, to make us 
watch and pray :. And therefore, 
they who are ſo fond of being 
Secure, How can they think of 
wiſhing to be free from Fear ? 

IV. The Fanaticks pretend to 
the very ſame aſſurance, which 
our Scrupulous people are ſo fond 
of : and Experience plainly tea- 
ches, that it only ſerves to make 
them proud and negligent. When 
once they- are deluded with a 
ſtrong- perſwaſion that they are 
God's Favourites, T hey take n9 
further care: The Lambs of the. 
Lord may play what tricks they 
pleaſe. If this be the effect of n1:- 
concern'd Security ; if it poy{on 
and ruine the Soul ; what reaſon 
can any body have. to wiſh for 
it * 

V. As long as the Devil is not 
dead, and as long as this finfu! 
fleſh of ours is living in a wic- 
ked world; ſo long 1t is impol- 
ſible for us to be free from three 
im- 


an Humble Penitent. 17 


implacable enemies, the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil. Hea- 
ven is the only place of Peace, 
{ſuch as excludes all war, all dan- 
oer, and all fear : (g) Upon 
Eurth our life is a continual War- 
fare: and every body knows ve- 
ry well, there can be no War 
without danger, nor Danger with- 
out juſt reaſon to fear, A true Se- 
curity of being Happy, without 
any fear of being otherwiſe, is 
undoubtedly a very lovely thing ; 
and Heayer it ſelf is lovely, for 
the very lake of it. 1 do not 
wonder that good people are in 
love with it: and that they long 
to be in Heaven, to enjoy it. 
But to with to have 1t, where we 
know it is not to be had, is an 
extravagancy which I never can 
ſufficiently admire, | 
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SEG. 11 


The extravagancy of their 
Examens. 


1D ſecond degree of Tem- 
perance obliges us, not on- 
ly to abſtain from poyſon, but 
alſo from all exceſs in ſuch meats 
and drinks as are good and neceſ- 
fary for us: and the reaſon is clear z 
becauſe although they are good, 
if moderately taken, ye every 
Zreat exceſs 15 hurtfal, and next 
oor to poyſon. Let a man be 
never ſo temperate in the choice 
of his diet : though he be never 
ſo cautious in conſulting his Phy- 
ſician concerning the quality of 
it; yet, if he exceed in the 4:97- 
tity, if he eat all day and drink 
all night, he is certainly guilty 
of a very notorious intempe- 
rance. 


T his 
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This is the caſe of thoſe Scru- 
pulous Penitents, who are too 
proud to ſubmit their judgment, 
and too wilful to croſs their hu- 
mour. To examine their Con- 
ſcience, is a very good thigg, and 
neceſſary for the health @f their 
Soul : but yet there's moderation 
in all things ; and 'tis an unpar- 
donable extravagancy to ſpend the 
greateſt part of day and night, in 
ſpelling upon fins and circumſtan- 
ces, and putting them together. If 
it were only ſo much precious time 
ſoidly ſpent, they would be more 
excuſable : but to employ their 
time ſo buſily, not only to do 
themſelves no good, but even to 
do themſelves a great deal of 
harm, is a folly which I take to be 
matchleſs. They torment them- 
ſelves continually : they neglect 
all other duties, they bring a 
publick Scandal upon the very 
 CharaRer of Devotion : and all this 
to no purpoſe, but only to try to 
pacify the fears of a cowardly Spr 

rit, 
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rit, which has no reaſon in the 
world to he fo fearful, but becauſe 
it wants a little courage to be 
quiek, 

I muſt needs own, that when 
peoplgare ready to ſink under the 
the waght of their uneaſineſs, 'tis 
natural to ſeek for comfort ; but 
however *tis not rational to ſeek 
1t where Experience proves tt is 
not to be found. They cannot 
eaſily ſubmit their judgment to 
their Corfciior ;, and therefore in 
all their doubts they labour to 
ſuppreſs their fears, by ſatisfying 
their own Reaſon about them : 
But the more they range in the 
Wood, the more they confouni 
and loſe themſelves, They can 
neither endure the thought of dan- 
ger, nor the ſenſe of fear ; and 
therefore, though they really be- 
lieve 1t 15 to little purpoſe, yet 


and eaſily yield to the temptation, 
If experience did not teach them 
that they try in vain, they might 
"% have 


they ſtill are tempted to gO ON, 
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have ſome plea for their prafiſe : 
but to examine __ for examen 
ſake, is a groundleſs fancy with- 
out the leaſt colour of reaſon ; and 
looks oy I may borrow the Wit of 
a pleaſant modern Poet.) 


As if Confeſſion had catcht 
The Itch, on i to be [cratcht ; 
R 


As if Confeſſion were intended, 
-For nothing elſe, but to be mended, 


They think that if they exa- 
mine no longer, they ſhall be 
mightily diſturb'd- in mind ; and 
they always find, that the longer 
they examine, the more they are 
diſturb'd. They trouble them- 
ſelves for fear of being troubled : 
and by their wilful diſobedience, 
in this very point, they loſe God's 
favour, for fear of loſing it. An 
extravagancy- much like that, 
which the Poet deſcribes, of one 
Fmnius, who took the pains to 
ki:l himſelf, for fear his Enemy 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſave him the labour, and 
do it for him, (+) 


He fled from death, and kilt'd hin 
felf in flying : 

What madneſs 1s't, to die for fear 
of dying ? 


ESR 1. 1-4 1. 


The Enxtravagancy of thcir 
Fears. 


V Hereas the Duties of Tem- 
perance extend themſelves 


alike to all particular matters 


which regard our health, and con: 
ſequently oblige us to obſerve a 
proportionable equality and regu- 
larity in ail our meaſures : On 
the contrary, theſe proud Peni- 
tents are unequal and irregular 
in every thing. T hey are terribly 
fearful, where they necd not fear 
and 
(") Hoftem dum fugerct, ſe. Far- 
mus ipte pzremit : Dic mihi, quis fu- 
ror eſt, 2: muriare, mori 2? 


Stay wy * > 


an Humble Penitent. 2.3 


and where there is moſt danger, 
they are leait concern'd for't. 
Exceſlively follicitous in the Ex- 
amen of their Conſciences ; and 
{upinely careleſs in the Amend- 
ment of their lives. 

T hey are frighted into a dread- 
ful apprehenſion of ſome trifles, 
which are little or nothing to 
their purpoſe ; and whilit they 
are fo itedfaſtly attentive to thele 
neeclleſs points, they are inſenfi- 
ble and itupid as to all things 
elle. They wil! be their own 
Guides and bvGod's juſt judgment 
upon them, they are blind ones, 
They are like the blind Guides 
11 the Goſpel, (z ) who.ſtrein at 
a rat, and ſwallow a Camel, The 
liartle at every inconliderable dit- 
ficulty invented by their own ima- 
cination; and, im things of great 
importance, £0 on as boldly and 
as unconcern'dly as if they did 
not ſee Hell gaping under their 
fect. Their ſtomach riſes at the 

very 
Ci) Math, 23, 2:4 
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very thought of reſigning their 
judgment in doubtful caſes; and 
in things which are undoubtedly 
hurtful, even to the degree of 
poylonous, they fit down to them 
with a very good appetite, All 
the Severities of exteriour mor- 
tification, as watchings, faitings, 
hair-cloths, and the like, are com- 
monly welcome to them : becauſe 
they are well enough pleaſed with 
any thing that feeds their pride, 
and helps them to a falſe per- 
{wafion of their being in the high 
road of the Saints. Theſe things 
they'l practiſe, even when their 
Confeſlor” forbids them. But, as 
for the (&) renewing of ther Sp.- 
rit and their 711ind, the beſt and 
moſt important mortification, 
which is that of the Soul, by 
croſling of their humour and ſub. 
mitting of their judgment, They 
hate the very thought of it: 
Not a word of 

them, 
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them, IEF all this be not extraya- 
gant, Pray tell me, What is ? 


CHAP. IV. 


The pernicious Conſequences of the 
ſame Scrupuleſity. 


& people might play the fool, 
as they pleaſe, in the way to 
Heaven, Without being ever the 
worſe for it : then indeed the 
Scrupuloſity, I ſpeak of, would 
be an innocent ſort of Folly, with- 
out any Miſchief in it. But ſure- 


ly, if what we believe of Hea- 


ven and Hell be true, there can 
be nothing more pernicious and 
more fatal to us, than that ſtur- 
dy and reſty Scrupuloſity, which 
will neither lead nor drive, but 
will be always either ſtanding 
ſtill, or looking backwards, to 
obſerve the way behind it. At 
this rate of going to Heaven, 
How is it poſtible for us ever to 
cet thither < 

C S. 
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S. Paul compares the Way to 
Heaven, to the running of a race, 
in which we ſtrive ts Win the 
prize of everlaſting _ Con- 
{ider only what a diſadvantage 
it is for a man to look behind 
him al the way he runs. With- 
out queſtion he who looks be. 
fore him, advances with much 
more eaſe, much greater ſpeed, 
and much leſs danger: whereas 
he who looks behind him, muſt 
needs move very ſlowly and un- 
eaſily, beſides bewg expoſed every iſ 
moment to a double danger, ei- iſ 
ther of alling, or of mifling his 
way. If theſe people thought 
the way to Heaven eaſy, they 
would not be ſo much atraid as 
they are: and, if they think it 
hard to find, why are they always 
gazing backwards ? The way 
lies before them; and looking 
forward is the ſureſt way to 
find it, 


Our 
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Our Saviour bidsus (1) ſtrive 


to enter in at the ſtrait Gate : for 
many will ſeek to enter in, and 
ſhall nor be able. We muſt ſtrive 
toenter: We muſt not loſe time : 
we muſt make what haſt we can : 
and how can we make haft, if 
weare always looking behind us? 
Beſides, the- Gate is ftrart : If it 
were wide enough, one might hit 
it without aiming at it : but, be- 
ing fo ſtrait as it 1s, if we are al- 
ways looking behind us, *tis im- 
roflible to hit it. And therefore 
'tis no wonder that our Saviour 
adds, Many will ſtrive to enter in, 
and ſhall not be able : becauſe many 
will be always puzzling their 
brains with making, or mending, 
their general confeſſions ; and al- 
ways looking whence they come, 


without minding whither they 
20, 
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+ 3 *s 0 


The difference betwixt Servile 
Fear and Loving Confidence. 


Ne of the principal cauſes 
OQ from whence this great diſ- 
order proceeds, is (m ) an ex- 
ceſs of fervile Fear ;, and 'tis a 
thouſand pities they are ſo much 
over-power'd with it. *Tis true; 
Fear 1s good ; and *tis (7 ) the be- 
ginning of wiſdom: But what is 
the Beginning good for, if it ne- 
ver bring them to the End 09] 
The end of the Law is Love. When 
ſervile-Fear is grown to a very 
gu_ excels, *tis like the winter: 
eaſon of the Soul ; 'tis a r_ 

C . 


.(m) Nimius timor ſervilis, quen 
-generat nimius amor proprius, que 
que diminuir perfeQa charitas, ex qui 
- & ex timore filiali raro naſcitur hz 
affetio. Snarez. 1. 2, diſp. 12, ſet. 
ult. n. 1. (n) Pſa. 110. 10.(0) 1 Til 
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chillmeſs of Love, which makes. 
them quake and tremble, whe- 
ther they will or no. If they had 
but time to breath a while ; if 
they had any reſpite to conſider 
the Divine Goodneſs; if their 
continual fears would give them 
leaſure to ( p) raft and ſee how 


ſweer God is; the Love of him 


would ſoon improve in their 
hearts; it would be like the Sun's 
approaching nigher their Meri- 
dian; it would warm them, quic- 
ken them, and drive away the 
chilly coldnefs of their Fear. 
True Friendſhip naturally in- 
ſpires a loving Confidence in our 
riend. The more we love him 
the more we confide in him. And 
if we love him very much, we are 
apt to have ſo much confidence in 
him, as to think it almoſt impoſ- 
fible for him to find in his heart 
to hart us. If this be fo, even 
among(t us mortals, notwithſtan- 
ding our ill nature and our be- 
G3 ing 
(p) Tal. 39. 9. 
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ing fabjet to miſtake, ſurely the 
 ſlf-ſame reaſon is of much more 
force, when 'tis applied to God, 
Our friends on earth may be mi- 
ftaken, and ſuſpet our love; or 
elſe may poſlibly be fo ill natur'd 
as to ſhght it, though they know 
it. But our God can neither be 
111 natur'd to us, nor miſtaken in 
us : If we love him, we may be 
aſſured, he always knows it, and 
he never lights it. 

'Tis S. Auſtin's Maxim : Love, 
and do what you will, Do but love 
God, and whatever you 4o, un- 
der the dire&tion and influence 
of this Love, will never diſturb 

our peace, Do but love him 

eartily, and then you will ne 
ver purpoſely and deliberately 
deſign to offend him: your chict 
deſign will always be to pleaſe 
him : arſd, whatſoever frailties or 
—_— happen, as long as this 
deſign ſubſiſts, you need not doubt 
but that they always will be par- 
donable, Do but love him ou 
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all things, and all your imper- 
feRtions, whatſoe're they are,will , 
only ſerve to humble you, . they 
never will incline you to de- 
ſpair. 
S. Peter tells us, that (p ) Love 
covers a multitude of faults. Con- 
fider only the imperfe&tions of 
little Children: how frequent, 
and how troubleſome they are : 
And yet the tenderneſs of any lo- 
ving Parent covers all, Theſe 
children are dutiful in the main =: 
they love their Parents better than 
any other Friends : and are ſorry 
tor nothing more than for offen- 
ding them. On the other ſide, 
their Parents, who ſee it, are 
ſatisfied in the main : They are 
content to bear with other day- 
ly failings : They corre&t and 
chide them for their leſſer faults :. 
But, though they are frequently 
diſpleas'd, there is no danger of 
their children being diſinherited. 
The more we ſee, and the more 
C4 clear- 
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clearly we diſcover, the guilt of 
our dayly treſpaſſes, the more 
we ought to humble our ſelves 
in preſence of our God, and love 
him ſo much more for loving us 
in ſpite of all our faults, and for 
aſſuring us that if our Love per: 
ſever to the end, we ſhall never 
loſe our right to the inheritance 
of Heaven, Is not this enough 
to moderate and govern all our 
fears? What need we wiſh for 
more ? 


EEC 3. 1.5 
The miſchief of long Examens, 


| of Scrupulous people would but 
find a little leaſure to conſ+ 
der ſeriouſly ſuch comfortable 
truths as theſe, they would ſoon 
find benefit by them : but their 
miſchief'is, they have always ſome- 
thing elſe to do,when they ſhould 
* think how good God is. Inſtead of 
calling to mind how kind and 
ten- 
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tender a Father they have in Hea- 
ven, their buſy thoughts are en- 
tertain'd with fancies of his be- 
ing a ſevere and cruel Tyrant 
upon Earth. A Tyrant that ex- 
ats more from them than their 
utmoſt diligence 1s able to per- 
form: an Enemy that always 
watches to deſtroy them, and 
delights-in laying hold of arry op- 
portunity to- ruine them: 'a Ma- 
ſter ſo intolerably rigid in ex- 
ating. his accounts; that when 
his Slaves have done whatever 
they can, *tis all in vain, there is 
no poſſibility of ever making even 
reckonings with him. I will not 
lay, they abſolutely are of this 
opinion : but this I am-ſure cf, 
they behave themſelves as if they 
were, *Tis hard to determine 
what opinion they are of, or whe- 
ther they have any opinion at 
all, The only conjecture which 
| dare rely upon, is: this: that 
where their Fears prevail, the 
are little better ( it not Mar 
C ky thaa - 
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than Iyfidels. They dare not be- 
lieve the Church of God, nor 
even God himſelf: and therefore 
*tis no wonder, if they dare not 
truſt their Confeſſor. 

The Word of God himſelf af- 
{ſures them in general that (yg) 
hu Commands are not grievous : 
and yet tley cannot .beheve it. 
They think the obligation of con- 
feſling is the moſt grievous thing 
imaginable ; and that 'tis morally 
impoſſible to be comply'd with. 

The Council of Trezt affures 
them in particular, that t:;s Com- 
mand 2s z0t grievors, It declares, 
that (r) #t is an impious thing, 
either ro ſay it is impoſſible, or to 
call it a Torture of Conſciences, 
They do not believe this neither, 
They find by experience that | x 
their Spirits are upon the wrack,  u 
and that it is a Torture to them, | © 
whenſoever they prepare for ſh ® 
Confeſſion, *Tis true ; it is their  *: 

. own fault, who are wailful in 
©vcl- 
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over-doing their duty. But this 
is another truth, which they be- 
lieve no more than the reſt, They 
are too proud to blame them- 
ſelves; and therefore lay the 
fault upon their obligation. 

The Council declares that ( s ) 
NOT HING MORE is requ- 
red in the Church from Penitents, 
than that after a DILIGENT 
EX AMEN every one confeſs 
thoſe ſms in which T HEY RE-- 
MEMBER themſelves to have 
offended mortally the Lord their 
God: ' and that THE REST of 
their Sins, Whatfoever they are, 
which after a diligent examen DO 
NOT occur to mind, are ALL 

underſtood 

(s) Confſtat enim, nihil aliud in 
Kccleftia a prenitentibus exigi, quam 
ut poſtquam quiſque diligent11s ſe ex- 
cuflerir----ea peccata confiteatur, qui- 
bus ſe Dominum & Dcum ſuum mor- 
taliter offendifle meminerit : reliqua 
autem peecata, quz diligenter cogi-. 
tanti non Occurrunt, in univerſum, ea- 
dem Confeſhone inclufa ce. intel!;- 
guarur, 1;d.. 
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underſtood to be INCLUDED 
?n the ſame Confeſſion, This De- 
claration would be as comforta- 
ble as their hearts can wiſh, if 
they did but believe it. 

Nothing more is required, than 
to confels thoſe Sins which they 
remember, not which they can, 
but which they do remember. 
From whence it plainly follows, 
that, if they do mor remember, 
they are altogether as ſecure as 
if they could nor. If we were 
obliged to examine till we re- 
member al! then indeed. our 
proud Penitents, who wilfully tor- 
ture themſelves with long and 
tedious examens, would be very 
much in the right of it: But, on 
the contrary, 'tis evident the 
Council does not oblige us to 
remember ;, it. only obliges us to 
examine, Neither is it in the 
power of any Council to com- 
mand a man, to have a good me- 
mory : but, ſuch as it is, a good 
one, or a bad one, we are com 


mangded 
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manded to be diligent in cal- 
ling it to an account, This done, 
We neither are the better, if we 
remember all, nor worſe, if we 
forget tlie greateſt part, If we re- 
member our {ins exactly, all and 
every one of them, what greater 
advantage can we expect, than to 
have them all and every one forgi - 
ven us ? This is certainly All : and 
this advantage 1s. the very ſame, to 
all intents and purpoſes of par- 
don, although we forget the 
greateſt part, becauſe the Council 
has declared, they are, all for- 
given as fully and as entirely as 
it we had remember'd and con- 
telsd them. 

To what purpoſe then is all. 
this torturing of their minds, 
when it manifeſtly does - more 
harm than good ? It diſturbs their 
thoughts, 1t robs them of their 
peace, it dries up their devotion, 
It deprives them of all comfort, 
It renders them exceſſively unea- 
ly, it tempts and leads them to 
unpatience and deſpair, To 
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To what purpoſe is all this 
pudder of examining? Is it to 
pleaſe God, or your ſelf ? To 

leaſe your ſelf, is a dangerous 
uſineſs : for, although your dil- 
obedience may be pleaſing here, 
'tis much to be fear'd the punifh- 
ment of it will be very unplea- 
ſant hereafter. And, as for plea- 
ſing -God, *tis certain he is equal- 
ly pleas'd, when he has equal- 
ly forgiven us : and the Council 
aſſures us,he equally forgives what 
we forget, and as perfe&tly, as 
what we- remember, 

Let us now compare the. do- 
Erine ef the Council, with the 
practiſe of thefe people. Accor- 
ding to their practice, there is 
nothing more neceſſary than this 
endleſs diligence: and' according 
to the Council, there is: nothing 
more needleſs. From whence 
leave you to conclude, whether 
or no theſe examining creatures 
are thoſe who hear the Church, 
or Whether they are not in _ 

- Catt. 
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danger of being, one day, rec- 
kon'd amongſt the Hearhers and 
the Publicans. 


SEC 4+. 1% 


Blind Obedience the beft Remedy. 


N humble Penitent is frec 

: from theſe diforders.. His 
ſcrupuloſity may be fearful ; *tis 
the nature of it to be ſo: but it 
never 1s incurable: becauſe 'tis 
truly humble and ſubmiſſive. The 
remedies of it are always at hand ; 
And, with his Confeſfor's advice, 
he is always ready' to apply 
them. His Confeſlor needs on- 
ly ſay the word; he never asks 
a reaſon why. He has a genera! 
reaſon fos all doubtful caſes what- 
ſoever ; a reaſon which he always 
carries about with, him ; an ever- 
laſting reaſon which is ever the 
fame, and which he is infallibly 
aſſured of, that iz doubrful caſes 
nothing is ſo reaſonable as Obe- 


dience, Be never has any trou- 
| lelome 
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bleſome donbts, to- vex him or 
moleſt him, He knows for cer- 
tain, what he 1s. bid do,! and 
that he does, without ever doubt- 
ing of. it. He fears nothing but 
himſelf ; he fears his frailty ; he 
fears his being diſobedient . Thefe 
are the only things he fears : And 
therefore he is fearful without 
diſcouragement, careful without 
anxiety, and diligent without 
any trouble. He 1s as diligent in 
the examen of his Conſcience, as 
men of buſineſs are in any ſeri- 
ous affair. More than this, he. 
is not obliged to : and fo: much 
asthis, is as ealy to him, as it is 
ordinary to every body elſe. He 
is ſo hamble, as to enquire of his 
Confeſſor, what length of time 
he pleaſes to allow for his exa- 
men ; and ſo obedient, that he 
has no inclmation 'to exceed his 
allowance. He begins his work, 
20es on with it, and ends it. all 
with the ſame caſe. 


He 
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He knows very well that the 
general reaſon of his Obedience 
is grounded upon as fyym a foun- 
dation, as the rock it ſelf, upon 
which the Church 1s built: and 
therefore he never enquires after 
any particular reaſons, why his_ 
Confeſſor allows him no more 
time. He not only deſpiſes all 
theſe curioſities, but even hates 
thein : becauſe he firmly believes, 
they are as pernicious as they 
are ſuperfluous, Nor is it any 
wonder he believes it, if it be 
true, that ſeeing 1s belicving ; for 
he plainly /ces the ſad expericnce 
of it, in his proud and wilful 
neighbours, who are never quiet, 
but are always reſtleſs and unea- 
ſy ; never contented, but always 
labouring in vain to build Secu- 
rity upon the ſandy fuundation 
of their own weak Reaſon. A 
Foundation which is never firm , 
. but either flies like duſt before 

each puff of Wind, or elſe 1s 
waſht away, and chang'd with 
every Tide, HAF. 
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UA rP V. 


Mothing more unreaſonable than 
a boundleſs Liberty of reaſoning. 


T happens very untuckily for 
us, Hat the chief Faculty we 
have, which God has given us 
to govern all the reſt, 1s ſome- 
times the moſt ungovernable of 
them all: and that our Reaſon, 
which calls them all to an ac- 
count, is ſometimes the moſt -un- 
accountable it ſelf. Our Saviour 
ſays (t) Salt is good: but if the 
Salt have loſt its ſavour, where- 
. with ſhall it be ſeaſon'd ? It is neti- 
ther fit for the Land, nor for the 
Dunehil, but men caſt it out. In 
the ſame manner, Reaſon is good: 
'tis good, tg overſee our Appe- 
tites, our Words, cand Actions: 
'tis good, to watch them, and to 
keep them within the bounds of 
Temperance and Moderation: 
'tis 

(r) Lbs 14. 34 35: 
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tis g00d., to; ſummon them before 
the Bar, examine, reprehend, and 
puniſh them for their tranfgreſ- 
fions : All this, right Reaſon is 
ood for. But if onr Reaſon it 
elf be the greateſt tranſgreſſor, 
the moſt. intemperate, the moſt 
extravagant of all, What is it 
good for, but to be caſt out of 
doors, and ( #) troden under foot 
by mea ? This, I confels, is a hard 
aying; a ſevere Sentence : but 
yet, by what has been already 
{aid, 1t plainly appears 1t 1s not 
more ſevere than it deſerves, 
Humane Reaſon is the beſt 
thing in Nature, if rightly ma- 
naged ; and the worſt, if a proud 
wilful creature have the keep- 
ing of it, 'Tis commonly faid, 
that Pride will have a fall : Nor 
is it any wonder, if it be always 
true ; becauſe it looks too high 
to ſee the way before it. 'Tis like 
the Philoſopher who fell into a 
ditch whilſt he was gazing at the 
Stars 
(u) Math, 5. 15: 
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Stars. The Reaſon which God 
has given us, if rightly employed, 
would make us humble and ſub- 
mifſive ; 1t would open our eyes, 
to ſee how fallible we are ; and 
open our ears to hear the advice 
of others, who are wiſer than 
our ſelves. But, on - the contre 
ry, when Reaſon is abuſed, and 
11] applyed, it makes us proud 
and wilful: it puffs us up witha 
vain eſteem of our own judgment; 
and the higher it. raiſes us, the 
greater fall it gives us. 

The fall of our firſt Parents 
had an influence upon the Un- 
derſtanding as well as the Will 
of their poſterity: and a great 
pare of our original diſeaſe con. 
iſts in an inſatiable Curioſity, by 
which we aim at being like rhe 
Higheſt. We would know all 
things, and have a reaſon for <& 
very thing. This 1s the deſpe 
rate condition of thoſe ſcrupu- 
lous perſons, towhom | here ad- 
dreſs my ſelf. They are m__ 

jr 
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ſick with too much reaſoning. 
They thirſt after reaſon, as drop- 
fical people after drink: and, the 
more you give them, the more 
you encreaſe the diſtemper. Rea- 
{on without ſubmiſſton, is the ve- 
ry thing which makes them ſick: 
and nothing will ever cure them, 
but an univerſal Submiſſion, in 
all doubtful caſes, without any 
particular reaſons for it. Their 
Underſtanding raves continually 
after an infinity of idle and un- 
neceſſary notions: and, to make 
it ſober, there is nothing like 
darkening the windows; for, 
whilſt you let the light break in 
upon it, you will never bring it 
to it ſelf. 

At this rate, you'l ſay, God 
gave us our Reaſon to little pur- 
nk. if, in doubtful caſes, it be 

etter to reſign it, than to uſeit. 
I beg your pardon. Our Rea- 
ſon 1s given us, to as much pur- 

ſe as our other Faculties are - 
t is given us, to make right uſe of 
it ; 
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it ; and not to enjoy the pleaſure 
of it at our own diſcretion, We 
are as much obliged to obſerve the 
Rules of Temperance in reaſor- 
ing, as in eating and drinking : 
and our Curioſity of knowing too 
much is oftentimes as dangerous 
as either Gluttony or Drunken- 


neſs, There are many things 


which are not proper for us to eat: 
and there are many more, which 
are as improper for us to know, 
But a proud Mind is like a de- 
praved Appetite, and both are 
moſt inclined to what is moſt per- 
nicious. to them. Such was the 
diſeaſe of our firſt Parents, which 
ſtill runs in the. blood of the 
whole Family. They had now- 
ledg enough to ſerve 'their turn, 
but were not contented With it: 
they were curious to 'try the ex- 
| Ions ng of what was meant-by 
nowing good and evil : they knew 
it to their Torrow, and paid dear- 
ly for it. A little: Blind Obe- 
dience would have kept _— 
tne 
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the ſtate of Innocence: but, to 
obey without a particular reaſon 
why, was more than they were 
willing to ſupport. They would 
not endure to be kept in any de- 
oree of Darkneſs. Their inſati- 
able Curioſity allow'd no terms 
of moderation to their Uſe of 
Reaſon, ' They would have their 
eyes opened; they would be as 
Gods : they would either know 
All or Nothing, See here an ear- 
ly example of the Intemperance 
of Humane Reaſon. See how 
ſpeedily, and how ſeverely it was 


puniſh'd. And learn from thence 


this uſeful Leſſon ; that we are as 
much obliged to obſerve the rules 
of Temperance in Ufing of our 
Reaſon, as we are to keep a Mo- 
deration and Decorum in the Uſe 
of meat and drink. 

All or nothing, is the Motto of 
a Libertim, All that lies in his 
way, is lawful to him. What 
was it All made for ? What was 
He himſelf created for, but to er- 
Jy 


Reaſon is my Judge, My — 
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the faculties which Nature has 
beſtow'd upon him ? He values 
no other »/e than the enjoyment 
of them. When he plays the 
Glutton, or the Drunkard, Gr, 
he juſtifies himſelf with asking, 
Is it not lawful for a man to eat 
and drink, &c. What were All 
theſe things made for? What were 
his Appetites and Reaſon made 
for, but to pick and chuſe, love 
and hate, think and do, what- 
e're he pleaſes ? The _— part 
of him (which is a thing he ſcarce 
knows what to think of) ſeems 
capable of knowing All things :and 
why ſhould anyL ws of God or Man 
pretend to limit it ? So unreaſona- 
ble is the Uſe of Humane Reaſo 

when it is a Slave to Pride an 

Wilfulneſs which commonly are 
the keepers and -diſpoſers of it! 
My Reaſon is my own, ſay they; 
God did not give it me for nothing, 
What matter is't, how dark and 
doubtful theſe things are ? My 
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Reaſon is capable of knowing All 
things : Why ſhould any body ſtint 
it? The proud and boiſtrous Sea 
when it ſwells high, and with a 
full tide ruſhes in upon the ſhore, 
if it could ſpeak, might ſay the 
ſame thing with as good a grace: 
My boundleſs waves are able to 
oreflow the Earth : and why ſhould 
I ſtop h:r7e? Pcond Creatures i 
'Tis in vain to lift up your re- 
bellious hands againſt the Hand 
that made you ; (w) Though hand 
joyn in hand, you ſhall not be un- 
puniſhed, He who has (x) ſhnt up 
the Sea with doors, and ſaid, here 
ſhall thy proud waves be ſtay d;, He, 
lay, has ſhut up Humane Rea- 
ſon within the compaſs of its 
Daty, and ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt 
thou come, but no further, , 


D CHAP. 


(w) Prov. 16. 5. (x) Fob. 38.8. 11- 
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Tiw difference betwixt a Philaſo- 
pher and a Chriſtian, concer- 
ning the Submiſſioa of Humane 


Reajon . 


"THe Liberties of natural Rea- 

ſon are as large as thoſe 
of Nature it felf : and as we 
know no certain bounds of na- 
taral cauſes and effects, ſo we 
preſcribe no limits to our natu- 
ral Reaſon in endeavouring to 
diſcover them. All this viſible 
World, and even the Maker of 
it ( ſo far as we can trace his 
footiteps, and underſtand him by 
the things which he has made) 
are the obje& and the ſubject of 
our ſpeculations, *Tis like a Gar: 
den of Delight, where Humane 


Reaſon may divert it ſelf; and 


ramble up and down without 
ever finding any end of it. 'Tis 
4 place. of Pleaſure, where 34 

| Philo 
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Philoſopher dayly meets with freſh 
diſcoveries of entertainment for 
his curioſity, which 1s the only 
reedy Appetite he has. His bu- 
ek does not lie in Action, but in 
Contemplation : and, in this reſ: 
pet, he may tralv fay, the Na- 
tural Worid is ail his own : He 
may think, and judpe, and reaſon, 
as he pleaſes, concerning all, and 
every part, of it. 

The Supernatural World is 
quite another thing. The great 
and glorious End, which all good 
Chriitians aim at, is Supernatural : 
and to make our natural reaſon the 
ſupreme Judge of matters relating 
to this End, 1s a thing maniteſtly 
unreaſonable, For, although it be 
excuſable in a Philoſopher, to 
take nothing; upon truſt, it would 
be evidently unpardonable in a 
Chriſtian. Of :/ the four laſt 
things, which Chriſtians ought to 
remember that they may never 
ſin; Death is the only thing we 
naturally are afſured of, No bo- 
| D 2 dy's 
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dy's natural reaſon can demon: 
{ſtrate what we believe concerning 
Judgment, Hell, or Heaven. And 
yet, to pom for this Judgment, 
to avoid this Hell, and to enjoy 
this Heaven, a good Chriſtian fa- 
Crifices all things here, his for- 
tune, his life, his friends, and 
whatſoever is molt dear to him. 
At the Approach of Death, he re- 
figns his Spirit into the hands of 
God : and although he does not 
ſee in what his future Happineſs 
conſiſts ; he puts his Conhdence 
in God, who has reveal'd his 
Mercies to us; and in the Church, 
who has aſſured us of his Promi- 
ſes. He joytfully relies upon theſe 
great aſſurancesof more than heis © - 
able to conceive : and- is content 
to take them upon truſt. 

I do not wonder, that no body 
is worthy of Heaven, who dares 
not take God's word for it. But | 
this I admire, that they who can [ 
traſt God with their Souls, with | ; 
their Eternity, with their an 
all 
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and unknown hopes of Happineſs 
in Heaven ; nevertheleſs cannot 
ſnbmit ſo far, as to truſt him 
with their condu& upon Earth, 
and to rely upon the Guides 
which he has given them. If we 
can follow God ſo cheerfully 
into an unſeen World : Why can 
we not follow him as cheerfully 
through an unknown Way ? The 
Danger ſurely is the greateſt in 
the End : and, if we can truſt him 
when we part from hence, I know, 
no reaſon why we may not truſt 
bim all the while we are here. 


CHA F. Vis 


The different Sentiments of a 
Proud and an Humble Peni- 
tcrt, concerning Blind Obed:- 
Cece. 


[H Appy are they who are blind- 
ly Obedient, without de- 
murring, reaſoning, or diſputing. 
They are embarkt in a Veſſel. 

D 3 where 
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where they may ſleep ſecure : they 
need not take any further care, 
they have Jeſus Chriſt for their 
Pilot, All that we receive from 
God, we ought to Sacrifice to 
him.z and conſequently our Un- 
derſtanding as well as our Will, 
If we fail in, this one point, our 
being exact in all the reſt will 
fignifie little or nothing. The fall 
of Lucifer, and his companions, is 
a 1ufficient proof. They were 
Angels in all other reſpects, and 


never had been Devils, if they had 


ſubmitted their Underſtanding and 
their Will to him who made them. 
That Pride which alone was e- 
nough to caſt the Angels out of 
Heaven, That alone, though we 
were Angels in all things elſe, is 
enough to hinder us from ever go- 
ing thither. Our beſt way to e- 
cure our ſelves, and to diſcover 
the artificesof an Enemy who is 
as cunning as he 1s malicious, js to 
look upon Obedience as the touch- 
jrone of all the vertue and pet: 


fe&tion 
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fetion which we aim at. The 
Devil can counterfeit all other 
vertues, but he could never coun- 
| terfeit Obedience. Had he at firft 

ſubmitted his Will and Under- 
ſtanding to his great Superior, 
who made him ; had he but been 
Obedient while he was an Angel, 
he had never been a Devil. If Q- 
bedience be our Rule, in all our 
Actions, and in all the Circum- 
ſtances of them; if it be our day- 
ly buſineſs to improve and grow 
more perfe&t in complying with 
this Rule ; it is impoſlible that we 
ſhould ever err. We cannot but 
know what we are bid todo; and, 
if we know that, we know theHigh- 
way to Heaven: Let us only do 
as we are bid, and we fhall cer- 
tainly go thither. As long as the 
Sheep follow their Shepherd, they 
are ſafe : but, if any of them go 
aſtray from the Flock, *tis no 
Wonder they are devoured by 
the Wolves. 


4 Tm: 
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Theſe are the Sentiments of an 
an humble Penitent. But they 
who are proud and wilful, are 
not ſo eaſily ſatisfied concerning 
theſe matters. The very thought 
of Blind Obedience is like news of 
death, to their beloved Curioſity, 
and darling Humour, which the 
are ſo deſperately fond *of. - If 
Death it ſelf ſhould come within 
their view, and ſhew his Sythe, 
and only ſome few Sands at the 
bottom of the Glaſs, it would 
not chill their Spirits more than 
it does to think their Curioſity 
muſt be buried alive, and their 
Humour lie as low as duſt, with- 
out ever riſing again. If they 
were truly Penitent, the Spirit of 
Repentance would inſpire a holy 
revenge in puniſhing thoſe Facul 
ties of the Soul, which were the 
inſtruments of Sin. They would 
puniſh their Will, by reſtraining 
it in things which are indifferent, 
and mortifie their Undertanen 
by reſigning it in matters whic 
are 
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are doubtful. If they confider'd 
ſeriouſly the extravagancies which 
attend their Pride and Curioſity, 
and the pernicious conſequences of 
their Wilful Humor, they would 
hate them now, as much as hereto- 
fore they loved them ? they would 
not ſuffer them ſo much as to ſee 
the Light, which they are ſo un- 
worthy of, but willingly con- 
demn them to the Darkneſs of a 
Dungeon, during life. *Tis a ſe- 
vere Sentence : But what have you 
to lay agaimlſt it, that it may not 
paſs 

| What am I the better for my 
Reaſon, if I may not aft accor- 
arng rout ? , 

In doubtful caſes, you never 
att more conformably to- your 
own right reaſon, than when you 
renounce the probability of 
your Speculations, and {ubmit 
them to your Judge withcut rea- 
ſoning the matter with him. 

ly Confeſſor may be miſta- 
en, 
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Very well: He may ſo. But 
doesnot God know th.u as well 
as you? And yet he has appointed 
him to be your Judge. 

T really believe he is miſt 
ken. 

You may believe the contrary, 
if you pleaſe; as long as you are 
not certain of it. 

I have a great many reaſons ti 
think him in the wrong, and no par 
ticular reaſon to think him in the 
right. 

Pat all your reaſons in one Scale: 
put his Authority in the other: 
And, if it have as much wei,ht 
with you as it ought to have, 
*twill over-weigh them all. His 
Authority is from God : Your 
reaſons, which tempt you to de 
{piſe it, are no better than Sug 
geſtions of the Devil. His Autho 


rity 1s _— certain and ſe 


cure : Your reaſons (if there hap 
== to be any reaſon in them) arc 
ut doubtful and uncertain. Put 
all this together : Conſider i 
> 4 well; 
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well : And you will ſoon be aſha- 
med of diſputing ſuch matters 
wy longer with your Confel- 
or. 

Is not this being what they call 
Prie{t-ridden ? 

The Wits of our profane Age 
are pleaſed to call it ſo, But fome 
people are too witty, to be wile. 
There buſineſs is not ſo much 
to underitand any thing, as to 
laugh at all things. Whatever 
comes in their way, if it fur- 
niih matter for a jeſt, they take 
no further care, They have a 
merry time, while it 1: 6 But, 
when their Life's in danger, there 
are none more tra&table in the 


hands of a Phyſician : They'l be 


Dottor-ridden as much as vou 
pleaſe. Nay, if it be only their 
Eſtate which is. in jeopardy, 
They'l be Lwye;-riddci too. T hey 
pi their faith upon their Lawyer's 
eeve. They argue not the mat- 
ter with him. They ſuffer not 
their Reaſon to come in competi-- 
f108 
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tion with his Skill. He tells 
them, This 1s Law. They do 


not conceive how it comes to be . 


fo. It ſeems unreaſonable to them. 
And yet they believe him : they 
ſabmit - and blindly follow his 
Advice. Beſides, when all is done, 
they are Fudge-ridden whether 
they will or no; and neither dare 
nor can complain of it : becauſe 
they know very well, that no 
body 1s fit to live under any 
form of Government, who will 
not ſubmit to ſuch Judges as are 
appointed by the Law. And 
truly, with all ſubmiſtion to his 
Majeſty, I ſee no reaſon why 
we ought not to have ſome re- 
fpe& for God's Judpes, as well 
as for the King's. 
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A Scripture-Ovjection anſwer, 


S Up written in Scripture, that 
(y) if tne Blind lead the 
the Blind, they both fall into the 
Ditch, But however, this Text 
if rightly underſtood, isno good 
argument againſt Blind Obedi- 
ence. 

I. If both are innocently blind, 
tis certain that neither oft them 
will fall into the pit of el, 
which here is repreſented by the 
Ditch. Becauſe the Divine Ju- 
ſtice cannot puniſh Innocency, 
or condemn the Blindnels of 
thoſe who are not guilty of 


If. 

II. If a Confeſlor be proud and 
careleſs, fo as to be guilty of his 
Blindneſs, nevertheleſs the Peni- 
tents wha (in doubtful matters) 
bumbly and ſincerely follow his 
| Advice 

(y) Math, 15. 14. 
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Advice, will never be puniſh'd 
for his fault, but be rewarded for 
obeying him. 'Tis written in 


Scripture that theSou) which com- 


mits the Sin, the ſane (hail die; 
and no other ſhall ſuffer, either 
for it, or with it. The words 
are plain; (2) The Soul that [in- 
meth, ut jhall dic: The Son (hall 
mot bear the iniquity of the 
Father, but the wickedneſs of the 
wicked Father ſhall be 1:91 him 
only. From whence it evident- 
follows, that altho' the Ghoſtly 
Father be willfully and wickedly 
Plind, yet all Sincere and Hum- 
ble Penitents (in all their doubts) 
may innocently and ſecurely fub- 
mit to him : becauſe, not being 
partners of his Guilt, they can- 
not poſſiþly be made partakers of 
his Puniſhment. 

HH. If bor: are criminally bUzs, 
that is, if they love Carknels, it 
they ſhut their eyes againit the 
light, if they are blind becauſe 


; they 
(2) Execk, 18. 20, 
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they have no mind to ſee, in a 
word, if they are proud and will- 
ful, as the Phari/ces and their Di/- 
ciples were ;, Then indeed, they 
both deſerve to fall into the Ditch. 
For example : You have no 
mind to obey your Confeſſor,.and 
therefore you will not believe 
him : You have a mind to follow 
your own humour, and therefore 
you harken to thoſe little reaſons, 
which you ſeem to have for it. In 
this caſe, you are not ſincere, you 
are partial in your own favour : 
you are more willing to believe 
your ſelf than to believe your 
Guide, and more defirous to 
pleaſe your felf than to pleaſe 
God, T his is the willful part of 
your Blindneſs. Let us now con- 
ſider the pride of it. You are 
naturally curious in what belongs 
to you : you are wiſe in your own 
couceit, and puffed up with the 
thought of being fo: you think 
it very hard for any body elſe to 
underſtand you better than you 
under- 
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underſtand: your ſelf, and there- 
fore you value your own judg- 
ment too much, and your Con- 
teffor's too little, But yet your 
Pride and Wilfulnelſs are no ex- 
enſe for your Blindneſs. One 
fault is. no excuſe for another. 
Your wilful Pride 1s a notorious 
fault *: *tis viſible to every body 
elſe : and, if it did not blind 
you it would be viſible to your 
{elf.. *'Tis in your power to be 
humble and- ſubmitiive, if you 
pleaſe. *Tis a vertne, which if 
you ſeriouſly endeavour to pra- 
iſe, God will help you: and, if 
you heartily beg it of him, he will 
not fail to give it you. Mean 
time, as: blind as you are, you 
are not fo my cun fident of 
your own - opinion, but that you 
would be glad to have it ſeconded 
bytheAuthority of yourGuide, For 
this reaſon, you are fo eager to 
diſcourſe with him ; not to know 
his mind, bat to let him know 
yours; not to-ſubmit to what he 


ſays, 
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ſays, but to make him ſuſcribe to 
what you think : not to Tearn his 
opinion, but to teach him your 
own. If you cannot prevail ; you 
conſult — and another:And 
your buſineſs is to find, either a 
Guide that will be ouided by you 
(which is no Guide at all) or elſe a 
Guideasmuch miſtaken asyour ſelf, 
who is contented to lead you your 
own way; and then, tobe ſure,your 
Blindneſs will not excuſe you, be- 
cauſe *tis your own fault from the 
beginning to the end.” Had you 
humbly and ſincerely relied upon 
the Guide which Providence ap- 
pointed you, you had been cer- 
tain, either to be in the right way, 
or to be blameleſs, if in the 
wrong, But ſince you provdly 
and wilfully left aGuide according 
to Gods heart, to take another ac- 
cording to your own, you ſought 
for darkneſs, and for your punith- 
ment you found it : and then in- 
deed, you may be ſure, if your 
Blind Guide full into the Ditch, 
you'l fall in after him. CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Pretences of Reaſon anſwer d. 


Ne would think, the bare 
conſideration of the follies 
and the miſchiefs which attend 
the pride and wilfulneſs of weigh: 
ing and comparing every trifling 
reaſon pro and coz, in eve 
doubtful matter, one would think, 
I ſay, that this alone were more 
than abundantly ſufficient to fa: 
tisfy any reaſonable perſon, that 
nothing is more rational, than 
to ſilence theſe impertinent rea- 
ſons, and to turn them out of 
doors. I am ſure there is very 
ood re«fon for it : and, if Reaſon 
oes it, 'tis enough ; the Enemies 
of Blind Obedience have no re 
{on to complam. 

And yet 'tis commonly their 
cuſtom, not only to complain, but 
to object a great many oclous 
things againſt it, which look as 


if 
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if they were a little ſpiteful in 
miſrepreſenting it. Has mot God 
venus our Reaſon? Are we not 
accountable to him for it ? And are 
we not bound in Duty to make the 
> Mheſt uſe we can of it ? 
BM Tis cafily anſwer'd : We cer- 
| M tawly are fo : and becauſe our 
blind Submiſſion is grounded up- 
Mon the beſt Reaſon we have, 
/ Ef therefore 'tis certain that we 
make the beſt uſe we can of it, 
2 when we- blindly ſubmit. *Tis 
» © true; if a man pretended to baniſh 


t Wall reaſon whatſoever, and to 
1 ſubmit himſelf univerſally with- 
- out any manner of reaſon for it ; 
f Then, | muſt needs confeſs, our 
y' Blind Submiſſion would be the 
n molt . unreaſonable thing in the 
s © World. But this is never pra- 
- Eftiſed or adviſed by any that I 
ever heard of, 
r Whenloever we ſubmit our ſpe- 
t culztie reaſons to the Authority 
of a Conteſſor, 'tis always under 
the condu& and influence of oar 
| chief 
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chief prattical Reaſon, which is 
ſuperior to them, and has a legal 
juriſdiction over them. Our ſpe 
culations are numberleſs: and, in 
deciding doubtful matters, if we 
give them audience, our labour is 
in vain. For, either we hear 
them all together, .and then there 
is. nothing but confuſion : or elſe 
we hear them: one by one, and 
then there is noend of them. Our 
prattical notions lie within a little 
compaſs : they. are given us by 
God, himſelf as: rules of life and 
action :: they are few, and eaſily 
underitood ;, they are plain and 
ealily applied ; and, which is bell 
of all, the operation of them is 
every jot as. ſafe, as the under! 
ſtanding and applying of them are 
eaſe, Theſe practical principles 
are the bz{t Reaſon of Mankind. 
By- theſe, in worldly affairs we 
behave our ſelves: like Men; and 
by the ſame, in ſpiritual matters, 
we at like Chriſtians ; And 
therefore, if by theſe very prin 
ciples 


an Humble Penitent. 69 


cples we ſuſpend and filence all 
thoſe needleſs ſpeculations, which 
xre only fit to trouble and moleſt 
us; if we command them to re- 
tire; and order them to give 
lace to Authority : Where is the 
oF Canyou blame us for fol- 
lowing the beſt Reaſon we have, 
and making the beſt uſe we can of 
it? When a man takes aim, and 
ſhuts one eye ; you may ſay, he's 
blind, if you pleaſe : but the 
truth is, he only winks with the 
left eye, that he may ſee much 
better with the right. 

If this were well conſider'd, it 
would pacifie a little the minds of 
thoſe people, who purſue ſo fierce- 
ly thetr pretentions to a boundleſs 
liberty of reaſoning, They would 
ſoon diſcover, not only that the 
Obedience, which I plead for, is 
not fo blind as they are willing to 
repreſent it ; but alſo that it al- 
lows thera as much liberty as any 
reaſonableman can wiſh for. 
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| have no need of troubling thei 


1. In things which are evident 
or abſylutely certain, no bodyll P* 
queſtions but that our Reaſon by © 
free room to exerciſe it ſelf with oo 

Cit 


out reſtraint, No body ever got 


 toa Confeſſor to conſult him 


whether or no they ought to be” 
leve their Creed ; whether they! 
ven deadly-{tms be lawful or not; el 
or whether the Ten Command: ho1 
ments ought to be obſerv'd. T 


Guides about thoſe things which 
every body knows that al 
the Catholick world agrees in. 

_ 2. In matters which are dark 
and doubtful, where Authoriy 
has hitherto been ſilent,and wher 
we have not the opportunity d 
conſulting it; we enjoy the {ef 
ſame freedom, with all the righb|F* 
and priviledges of exerciſing wif 
Reaſon and Judgment. 

3. In leſſer doubts, which wI 
can eaſily determine, we are nf 
uſed to go toany man for counſel: 
'tis only when we ere alittle oy 
led, 
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led, when we are uneaſy and 
perplext, 'tis only then we have 
recourſe to thoſe who are com- 
miflion'd to directus; When we 
begin.to ſpell and pudder upon 
difficulties, whether we may or 
WH nay 707, whether we ought or ought 
Wnt; when we plainly find our 
Elves at: a loſs, and know not 
Mhow to ſatisfie our mind about the 
{uatter before us; when we begin 
Wo want a little help, and are 
Mglad with all our hearts to call 
Wior it : Pray tell me, is there any 
thing more reaſonable than to 
efer theſe doubtful caſes to the 
arbitration of 'a Confeſlor, who 
sexpreſly deputed by God and 
his Church, to judge for thoſe 
ho are not capable of judgin 

alily and clearly for themſelves x 
not his advice worth our taking, 
then 'tis worth our asking? When 
7e know not how to chule for our 


{Fflves, and therefore prudent! 
.clolve to let our Confefſor chule 


Wor us, why ſhould we quarrel 
FE with 
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with the ſame Prudence for oblig- 
ing us to _— his choice? k w 
would be a ſtrange unreaſonable Þ tr 
perverſeneſs indeed, if when weW ac 
could not do the work our ſelves, kr 
we would not ſuffer any body po 
elſe to do it for us. lod 
When both parties are weaty IÞ de: 
of an expenſive ſuit of Law, in 
and by common conſent agreetol | 
make ſhort work of it, and refer wir 
it to the arbitration of a neigh ' | 
bour ; If it were your own caſ, 
and the Sentence were given a: 
ainit you, would you preſently 
y back from your bargain, and { 
refuſe to ſtand to his Judgment! 
I am ſure no man of Honour 
would do it. In the ſame man 
ner, when a caſe is doubtful, 
when your ſpeculative reaſons att 
not able to decide it to youtEupon 
ſatisfaction, when you grow quittEnank 
weary and deſpair of ending thetaub1 
diſpute; you cannot think of any pl ? 
thing better than to appeal to th a 
ON 


Authority of your Confeflor ; not 
cal 
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nor can 1 think of any thing 
worſe, than to refuſe his Arbi- 
tration, when you had not only 
accepted, but defired, it. You 
know very well, that in any tem- 
poral matter, it would not be 
lookt upon as fair and honeſt 
dealing. What have you to ſay 
in your defence ? 

Is it fitting that I ſhould ſub- 
wit without a reaſon ? 

Pray, what reaſon had you to 
conſult him ? Was it not becauſe 
you found your ſelf unſatisfied 
with all your own particular rea- 
ſons, and therefore wiſely aban- 
don'd them to appeal to Le Au- 

tlority ? If this were a good 

reaſon, to appeal; why is it not a 

200d one, to ſubmit ? Is it nota 
Wibame, to put fuch an affront: 
Wupon the Common Reaſon of 
mankind, as to uſe it like a 
Fhauble, only fit for Childrens 
| <& and to be always ſhifting 

ckwards and forwards, fir 
From reaſon - Authority 
| UW 
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and then from the ſame an- 
thority to the ſame reaſon 
again ? This is never the way to 
end any diſpute, but always the 
way to make it endleſs. 

7 do not fly back from Authority 
to my own reaſon, but only am 
curtous to know his reaſons, bc 
cauſe I believe they may be bet- 
ter than mine, 

And yet, after all, if he ſhould 
tell you his reaſons, you would 
not be ſatisfied with them, till 
you had well examined them, 
and made them your own. His 
Authority would- fignifie nothing 
at all ; nor his Reaſon neither, 
our OWN rea 
ſon approves it. So that, from 
tte Authority which you ap- 
rg to, you manifeſtly fly 

ack to your own reaſon: again, 
The proudeſt Creature in the 
World, would do as much as 


this: nor can you ſhew me 


the leaſt j appearance of Chri- 
ſtian Humility, in this way d 
procceding. Well; 
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Well; but when I am once con- 
vinced, 1 ſhall be quiet ever af- 
ter. as 

It ſeems you are vain enough 
to think ſo, in ſpite of all your 


dayly experience to the contra- 


ry. . Yon know very well, that 
the April-Sun-ſhine 1s not more 
unconſ{tant, than the clearneſfs of 
your reaſons, One moment they 
thine bright, and- the next they 
are under a cloud, How often 
have you thought your ſelf con- 
vincd ? How often have you 
rejoyc'd at it, and- thank'd your 
Confeſfor for i ? and preſently 
after, you have been nwch more 
n pain, and more tormented 
than before. - Your ſpeculations? 
which appear'd to. be entire! 
routed, rallied up again with 
double forces of recruits, and 
with a freſh aſſinlt broke in 
upon yaur mind, ruffled your 
thoughts, and rifled all the trga- 
fire of your peace. + 


E 2 *'T is 
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*Tis very true ;, but I beg one 
anſwer more , only to this one 
queſtion : and then Pam confident 
TI ſhall be ſatisfied. | 

'Tis a thouſand pities, you 
ſhould not be fatished, upon 
ſach eaſy terms. But pray, con- 
fider how many thouſands of 
theſe one-queſtions you have had 
an anſwer to already ; and all 
to no other purpoſe, than to 
render your | condition dayly 
worle and worfe., Reaſon to 
Scruples, is like Oyl to Fire: 
Water may put it out 3 but 
Oyl will rather feed it, and en 
creaſe the Flame. 

Tis Charity in a Confeſſor, 
to inſtrutk me : Is he not mw 
Teacher, as well as my TJuadps ? 

Yes: And he is your Fudge as 
well as your Teacher. His Ch 
rity does not oblige him, nor his 
Prudence permit him, to reach you 
any thing, but what he jndge 
fitthg for you. There are a 


great many truths, which arc 
only 
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only proper to feed your Curio+ 
ſity, and very unfit to nouriſh 
Piety, much leſs, to improve 
our Humility. When your Con- 
tffor has judged the caſe, if yon 
ask his reaſons for it, and will 
not ſubmit till 'you are tho- 
roughly ſatisfied that he is cer- 
tainly m the right ; it is no lon- 
ger He that judges for you: he 


only inſtructs you, and helps you 


to judge for your ſelf, To what 
purpole' are you - fo inquilitive ? 
'Tis a thing 'not only needleſs, 
but dangerons. For, 1. If it- be 
uſeful to you, he'l inſtru you, 
of his own accord : tis his Duty 
ſo to do: and, if he does not, 
'tis bis fault,- not yours, 2. Al- 
though his Conſcience tells hint, 
that 1t is a great deal better and 
ſafer for you,” not to know his 
reaſons: yet perhaps his com- 
plaiſance, or (ff you pleaſe) his 
= nature, may incline him to 
—_ FE pave of mn _, 
y gratifying of your Curiohty : 
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And then you are-bothto blame; 
you, for .asking ; he, for conde(- 
cending. | | 

If Reaſon be a good thing in 
zt ſelf, why may 1 not ask it ? 
And, if my Motive, of deſiring 
it, be alſo good, imby may T1 nat 
have it for asking?. | 

You have aJrealy too much 
reaſon : you have a great deat 
more than you well know what 
to do with: and therefore, 'tho' 
it be.good.in it {elf 'tis far from 
being good for you. - And truly, 
if it be mot ,good for you, if 
you know not what to do with 
it, if you -haye already to much 
of it, | do not eaſily. conceive 
what fort of ;good motive! you 
can have, to with for 'more.. -/; 

1 am: very unealy with fears 
and apprehenſ:ons = doing amiſs: 


this uneaſmeſs is a great hindrance 


to me, in my duties and devotions; 
and therefore I am: always buſit, 
either ſtudying -0r 1enquuring, 10 
find out a clear and certain reaſon 
to ſecure me from all fear. l 
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I underſtand you very well. 
You are like a Gentleman who- 
was very uneaſy for fear of 
wanting Money, He thought 
that if once he cond get the 
Philoſopher's Stone, it would 
change all things into Gold, and 
therefore was always buſy in 
ſiindying how to find, it out - 
but *twas his misfortune, that 
the thing he ſought for, was not 
to be. found. A. ſpeculative cer- 
zaizty of the goodneſs and law- 
fulneſs of every particular ac- 
tion, and. every circumſtance of 
it, would be a fine thing in- 
deed, if it were to be had. But 
before you inquire any further 
after it, I beg you to conſider 
how manifeſtly impeffible it is 
to difſe&t one ſingle ation into- 
all its parts, and to read par- 
ticular lectures of morality up- 
on them, with as many demon- 
rations to confirm the truth 
and the. exactneſs of them all. 
1. In one ſingle action, beſides 

| E. 4 the 
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the ſubftance of it, our Divines 
obſerve no leſs than fix or ſeven 


general circumſtances, as Per- 


lon, T ume. Place, Motive, Means, 


and Manner 'of doing. The har: 


emony and due proportion of all 
theſe muſt firſt be well obſervd 
and clearly proved, before 'tis 
Poſlible to form a ſpeculative 
Judgment of the Whole, eſpe: 
cially a certain one, which may 
exclude all fear. 2. Theſe g6 
neral cixcumftances are like ſpaw- 
ners, and often have a great ma- 
ny little particular ones within 
them. 3. Even thefe little ones, 
which hardly are diſcernable by 
common eyes, may be diſſected 
too, and itill afford new matter 
for a Scene of freſh diſcoverics, 
4. Some of theſe circumſtances, 
even thoſe of the greateſt im 
portance, are ſuch thin vaniſh 
ing things, that 'tis impoſlible 
for any body's thoughts to lay 
fait hold of them. The Parity 
of our Intention, the —_ 

| Q 
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of our Endeavours, the Exact 
proportion of our Diligence, &c, 
are things which all the natural 
Reaſon in the world is never a* 
ble to demonſtrate. 5. Although 
the general Maxims of Morality 
are clear and evident, yet n*- 
vertheleſs the' uſe and applica- 


tion of them oftentimes are hid 


and wrapt up in obſcurity and 
darkneſs. They are like thoſe 
ſubterraneous ſecrets which lie too 
deep for humane induſtry to reach: 
them, The Art of Man can 
neither fetch them out, and place 
them in the open light: nor 
can it contrive a way to go and 
ke them where they are, be 
cauſe, in. ſuch a deep deſeent, the 
Lamp. burns blew - immediately, 
and foon goes out. Did you e- 
ver hear of a man: ſo fooliſh, as. 
to attempt the digging. of & 
ſtaircaſe to the Center of the 
earth? 'Tis every jot as mapudl- 
bble to make a clear diſcovery 
E 5 of 
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of Secrets which -lie hidden in 
the . center of: our Hearts. -. 

Is net this enough: to drive q 
fearful Soul into Deſpair ? 

*Tis very well, if it des f6. 
'Tis the very thing I would be 
at. ;Deſpair 1s not always bad; 
but ſometimes-abſolutely neceſſz 
xy. Many a, Man has ruin x 
good eſtate, :for want- of a lit- 
tle deſpair. The Gentleman, | 
Tpoke of laſt, who was ſo fond 
of trying, - coltly -experiments, to 
find out the, Philoſopher's Stone, 
If in ,good time, he. had defpairid 
of finding it, he might have ſay 
ed his - Raped his eſtate too, 
The ſooner ; yo deſpair, the bet- 
ter, provide ny in the 
right ; Place. There are;; matiy 
Souls in Heaven, who would nc- 
ver have been there, if they had 
not deſpair'd here. 'They vwauld 
never haye been fo- much in-love 
with the next. world, if they 
\ Had not deſpair'd. of being hap- 
.Þ-PY in this, They would _ 

aye 
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have prayed fo heartily and fo 
devoutly for the aſliſtance of 
God's grace, if they had not 
deſpair'd of being able to- work 
their Salvation without it. And 
| verily believe that you your 
lf will never ſubmit ſo hum-- 
bly, readily, and chearfully,” as- 
you ought, to the Authority of 
your Confeſlor, till you deſpair 
entirely of ever finding any com- 
fort in your own fantaſtical ſpe- 
culations. 


CHAP. X. 
Pretences of Confciencs conſider'd. 


F< impoſlible- for a Timo- 
 rous Conſcience to be guic: 
without being certain. *Tisallo 
impoflible, in the . darkneſs of . 
moral doubts, to. find out any 


$eclerive certainty, And. eotr 


equently it highly conceras us 
to conſider what prittical cer - 
fainty may be had, and to: 
| | " NA%s; 
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make the beſt markets we can 
of it... - - | | 
I have, in the beginning of 
the laſt chapter, already ob- 
ſervd; that in the deciſton of 
moral doubts our | ay rear 
ſons are always {nbordinate to 
the practical principles of our 
Prudence. Our ſpeculations have 
no right to any ſhare in. the 
Government of our lives, any 
further than our Prudential Rex 
fon, which always ought to hays 
an inſpection over them, ap 
prom them as rules to.walk by, 
hey Have only a conlulting 
voice in all deliberations, when 
and where they are ſummon'd to 
appear: Our Soveraign Reaſou 
Ml] preſides in. the Aﬀembly: lt 
determines. all things, at its own 
diſcretion, not theirs : And,if they 
bappen to grow tedious and. if- 
wg ey oftentimes they are,it 
as the power to prorogue them, 
or difſolve them, as it pleaſes; 
and decide the matter without 
then, 5 bo 
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So that here are two paths 
before us,and only two,which lead 
us to a practical certainty: - the 
one, by way of ſpeculative rea- 
ſaning , the other, by way of Au- 
thority : and the main queſtion 
is ; which of theſe two is beſt ? 

When we ground our. practi 
cal certainty. upon the probabili- 
ty of ſpeculative reaſon, we com- 
monly meet with ſome difficulty 
and danger by the way, before 
we come at it. A long examen 
oftentimes is neceſſary, to weigh 
each grain of probability z; whe- 
ther it be more than ir need be, 
or leſs than it ſhould be, or juſt 
gold-weight. *Tis true ; a man 
of ſenſe and ſound judgment, 
may make a very good thift to 
overcome the difficulty, and 
the danger too : But how theſe 
troubleſome circumſtances wilt 


. agree with the temper and con- 


ſtitution of a timorous Con- 
ſcience, I do not ſo cafily con- 


On. 


_ cawe 
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On the' other hand, when all 
our donbttul and uncertain ſpe- 
culations are laid. afide, and our 
practical” certainty is grounded 
wholly and entirely upon the Au- 
thority, of a Confeſlor ; the cafe 
15s quite alter'd : tis no longer, ei: 
ther / difficult” or dangerons, 
There's no examen' requiſite : no 
weighing of Authority by grains: 


the leaſt commiſſion-from God, 
and patent from his Church, is 
equally eaſy to be known, and. 
equally fecure to be: relied upon. 


'Tis a rule which lever varies: 
'tis applied the. ſame way, to all 
doubts whatſoever : and the very 
A, B, C, of practical Reaſon, is 
enough to teach us the applicati- 
on of it, 1. In all doubtful caſes 
I may ſecurely rclie _ my Con 
feſſor's Authority; without examin- 
ing hu reaſons. 2. My preſent dif- 
feculty 1s a donbrfull cafe : 3. And 
therefore, in my preſent difficulty, 
I may ſecurely relie upon his An- 
sbority, without examining Ms rea- 

| ſons, 


6 
\ 
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ſons. This is ,the, whole leſſon : 
there 15no need of ariy more : and 
'tis a leſſon ſo ſhort and ſo plain 
that a body muſt be very dull 
indeed, who can be long in lear- 
ning it.. It includes only three 
points : 1, the univerſal principle ; 
2. the application:; and-3. the con- 
cluſton. Fhelaſtfoſlows evidently 
from its premiſes : - the ſecond 
cannot fail : the firſt is abſolute- 
ly certain: And what can any 
reaſonable perſort wiſh for more : 

In the next «chapter, 1 hall 
make! 1t-my/bufineſs-to prove by 
Scripture, the abſolute -certainty 
of it. Mean time'I fhall applymy 
ſelf to conſider the. two forts of 
practical certainty :: 7, in what 
they agree ; \2: m what they dit- 
fer; 3. 'Which of 'the two'is bet- 
ter, and more favourably calcuta- 
ted for the eaſe and comfort of a 
timorous Conſcience: 


SECT. 


83 The Blind Obedience of 
STET't 


The two ſorts of Praftical Cer- 
tainty explain'd. 

"Hey both agree in being & 
T qually obſcure, and leaving 
us in the dark, without ſatisfying 
us. whether or no the Aftion or 


Omiſſion be lawful in it ſelf. 


They only undertake to afſure us 
that whether it be lawful i 
ſelf or not, 'tis certainly lawfij 
to 1; and truly this is as much 
as a Wiſe man would wiſh for, ar 
a good man: needs 'to care for. 
Whether or no it be lawful 
zt ſelf, is only a ſpeculative doubt; 
and the deciſion of it, is not ne- 
ceſſary for our. prattiſe. *'Ti 
enough that we.baye dene our du- 
ty in enquiring after it: and 
at we have either well cor 
fider'd. the ſufficient probabilt 
ty of our ſpeculations, or more 
wiſely conſulted the ſure Autho 
xity of our Confeſſor, This 
| done; 
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done ; weare as /ecurt, as we are 


fiacere. 


Although we are not ſpecula- 
tively certain of its being lawful 
in it ſelf ;, we are prattically cer- 
tain of its being lawful ro z. We 
hope the thing is lawful in zt ſelf. 
If we knew for certain that it 1s 
not ſo, we would not doit. We 
have done what's fitting for a 
good Chriſtian to. do in doubt« 

| caſes : More than this, we are 
not obliged to: And therefore we 
ſecurely lay aſide all farther care. 
We are prattically certain that; 
if we are miſtaken, we are not 
gailty of it. Our God, who 
ees our hearts, is as well pleaſed 
with us, as if we had not been 
deceiv'd : He will-not fail to re- 
ward the Sincerity of our good 
intentions s And when the Hume 
lity of blind Obedience goes a> 
long, with them, they will be ac- 
ceptable to him upon- more ac- 
counts than one, and receive a 
double recompence, 

SECE 
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When we rely upon our Confeſſor 
Authority, our Certainty is Ah- 
ſolute. CSIR , 


| A both ſorts. of pra- 
ctical certainty agree in be- 
ng equally obſcure, on the one 
e; they do not ſo well agree Wi: 
in being equally .ctear and com: 
fortable, on the other : and the Wet 
difference is the greater, becauſe 
it lies in the very foundation of 
them. The one 1s grounded: up- 
on the Probability of ſpeculative 
reaſon : the other .upon the Aw 
thority of a Confeſſor : and be 
twixt theſe two the difference 
is greater than many people ima- 
gine. | 
| When a Penitent: judges for 
himſelf according to the Proba 
bility of his own ſpeculative rea» 
fon, he muſt take great care to 
pro- 
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proceed prudently in his deter- 
minations, For, - | __ 

7. If he be raſh or negligent, 
if he uſe not the caution and 
circumſpe&tion which is requiſite, 
f he do not well conſider the 
ſufficient , probability, of, his rea- 
ſons, He is ſure to be | guilty, 
Fyhether the thing . be lawful zr 
Wit ſelf or not. For, if it happen 
\Fto be lawful, 'tis better fortune 
than his Raghnels deſerves : And, 
f it be. unla!-+f9) 34, it i/elf.- [tis 
Wtrtainly' fo. ro. b42v,.., becauſe his 
Megligence,. which .he..myit one 
lay anſwer for, can never :ju- 
tine him in it. He may thank 
timſelf ſor being miſtaken :  'xis 
bs own fault, that he 4s fo;: 
and-/tis impoſtible for one-fault 
)./be .a uit excuſe for, ang- 
ler. 

2, If he be partial in exa- 
nining the probability of his 
pinion, if any Criminal incli- 
nation make him, ,morg, atten- 


tive to | the one fide than the 
other 
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other, if he have not patienc 
to conſider the full ftrength 
the reaſons againſt him, by 
chiefly apply the whole fora. 
of his wit, to magnifie the reſet 
ſons - which are | favourable ti 

his Paſſion, Intereſt, or Humourni 
his Blindneſs is wilful : and al 
the 'world agrees, -that - willdliſhc 
Ignorance is no excuſe. 'Tisthy 
common caſe, which dayly hay 
pens, We frequently: take nd 
tice of it, arid clearly ſce it, nf 


our' net rs, though we alin 


not willing to obſerve it in outliſto 
ſelves. But the more comme 
it is, the greater is our obligz 
tion to conlider the difficul 
and the danger to which a Pt 
nitent is always expoſed, wit: 
he - pretends to judge for hi 
felf, and to build his prath 
cal certainty upon the fand; 
rm of hiF%own probable re 
fons, without removing the ml 
- biſh, and examining well / th 

| \ foundation 
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>Fundation, before he ventures 
fit raiſe his edifice upon it. 
buf} He who. builds upon a rock, 
reels free from all this trouble. He 
eRFeeds not dig deep to ſearch a 
Woundation, which ( without exa- 
lining) he knows to be as firm 
s he can wiſh it. Such is. the 
Idvantage of that praftical cer- 
SHrty which is grounded upon 
be Authority of a Conteſfor. 
MAnd to confirm this truth, which 
ls of ſach importance to all Pe- 
utFutents, I have amongſt our Doc- 
tors and Divines made choice 
of one beyond exception, who 
Woot only teaches it himſelf, but 
ys it js the common Do&rine 
Wd the reſt, He propoſes, and 
proves, three duties of Blind 
Dbedence, from whence I have 
awn three general rules, which 
Ware undoubtedly as lawful and 
3s commendable in ſecxlar Peni- 
tents, as in religious Perſons ; 
A whoſoever is the Smper:or of the 
ny one, or Confeſſor of the  . 
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know our Confeſfor ' may be m 
ſtaken ;,.yer, in particular, we ne- 
ver are to ſuppoſe He is ſo, us 
leſs we are CERTAIN of it, 
If therefore we are not © 
tain of his being in the wrong, 
we may lawfully ſappoſe, he s 
in the right - and. by conſe 
quence. re ASTD 
Il, We need not. (b) ſearch 
into his reaſons, nor know the 
cauſes, why. he bids us follow 
his advice. Becauſe, if we may 
lawfully ſuppoſe him in the right, 
'tis evident we need not be it 
quiſitie 
Ca) Etiam fi abſolute falli poſit 
Superior, id tamen non eſt unquan 
in particulari przxſumendum, niſi de 
0 Conſter. Leſſius de Juſt. & Jure, 
lib. 2.' Cap. 46, dub. 5, (6) Debt 
efle cxeca ad rationes” prxcepti ſcrus 
tandas ;- nempe ut non velit ſcire 
cauſas cur quid pracipiatur ; ſet 
ſfaris ci fit, pracipi vel imponi ab eo 
gui locum Det tener, nec conſter 
per le elle illicitum. 7bjg, 


I. Although (a) in: general wil 


 ""I—_ —O— — 
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quiſitive about the matter, for 

far of his being in the wrong, 

_ hence it follows alſo, 
at | | 

IL, We need not (c) conſt- 
der his imperfettions and his 
faults , nor be therefore leſs ready 
tm obey him. Becauſe although 
his Ignorance or Negligence 
nay poſlibly miſlead him, yet, 
fince 'tis none of our buſineſs to 
enquire about it, we are every 
jot as ſafe, as if an Ange! came 
from Heaven to aſſare us of: his 
being in the right. 

If you ask me, why then does 
S$, F. Sales adviſe us (4) rochuſe 
me amongſt ten Thouſand ? Why 
does he tell us, he muſt be re- 
-__ with Charity, Know- 


edee, and Prudence : and that if 


07C 

(c) Cxca ad-imperfeRtiones & vi- 
tia Superioris, ur hxc non confideret, 
nec ob hxc minus ad obediendum pa- 
rata fir; ſed ſolum confideret eum 
eujus locum tenet. Jbidem. (d) 
atroduf, part, 1, cl. 4. Ne 5. 
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one of theſe three parts be wanting 
in him, there is danger f Howl. 
ſhall we chuſe a Confeſſor, with} '* 
out -confidering his imperfection 
and bis faults.? The Anſwer toll © 
all this, is caſily found in the, 
ſame Chapter, " 

1, When 3B. Sales ſpeaks of l;- 
chuſing one in ten Thouſand, he h 
no more intends that we ſhould |=" 
enter into a firiet examen fl : 
our Confeſſor's capacity, than =: 
he means that we ſhould ab. W!* 
ſtain from Confeſſion, till we 
have ten Thouſand Confeſſor's 
at our ſervice. The number and 
the choice are neither of them to' 
be underſtood in the rigour of 
the expreſlion : becauſe it would 
then follow, that none but ſome 
few Soveraign Princes could & 
ver be able to go to Confeſſion, 
for want of z;mber enough to 
chuſe in. But nevertheleſs, this 
way of expreſling is very pro- 
per to undeceive ſome people, 
who are not at all ſolicitous 
what 
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what Confefſor they have ; pro- 
vided he be a man for their pur- 
poſe, a man.of, their own humour, 
or a man Who 1s eaſily pre- 
WE vaild with, to let them do as 
they pleaſe. As for his Charity, 
they co nut defire it; his Know- 
ledge, they do not want it, and 
his Prudence allo may be ſpa- 
red, becauſe they have enough 
of their own. To: oppoſe this 
pernicious maxim, our Saint aſ- 
ſures us, there are fewer to be 
fund . than men imagine, whe 
are fit and capable of ſuch an Of- 
es and that there is danger, if 
y our fault theſe parts are wan- 
mg in him; that is, if we pur- 
polely make choice of a man, 
or this very reafon, becauſe we 
clieve him deficient in theſe ex- 
ellent Qualities, and becauſe we 
re ſo proud aud wilful that we 
annot endure. to deal with a man 
mhoſe Knowledge and Prudencemay 
Fuble him to dire us, or a 
nant 
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-man Whoſe _ may eafily 
inſpire hm with ſufficient con- 
rage, when he is obliged, toll ! 
contradi us. They who know i] 1: 
their Paſſions are ſtrong, and 

think their Reaſon is 1o toe, bl 
are little deſirous of being 4&0 f0 
reed, and leſs of being contrz 
died. And therefore B. Sal 
takes notice that (e) one of tel Ve 
laſt advices of the great S, Ie 
Wis to his Son, was in this kn: Pit 
Confeſs often, and chuſe a Ci oc 
feſſor of learning and diſcretim@ in! 
that can and dares advertiſe ther il 8 
zo do ſuch things as are neceſſay} i 
for thy Salvation, If all th We 
world would follow this advice, 


there would not be ſo many aj 7a! 
there are, who purpoſely avoidfiſ Pal 
thoſe Confefſors who can arliff by 
dare advertiſe them. Their is- ow 

e 


norance, when they miſtake, s 
wilful -and cannot excuſe them: 9a 


but on the contrary, they de} ice: 
| ſeryeſh not 


(e) Thid. n, t. 
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ferve to be abandon'd in their 
darkneſs, becauſe they purpoſe- 
ly took care to avoid the 
Hght. 
2. B. Sales fays not one ſylla- 
ble of a Penitent's being oÞlig'd 
to make a ftrit enquiry into the 
Knowledge Charity and Pru- 
dence of a Confeſlor. He knew 
very well that ſuch a method 
would expoſe them to an infi- 
nity of raſh Judgments, and that 
God would never give a blef- 
ſing to ſuch a way of proceed- 
ing. *Tis true; we cannot help 
ſeeing and bearing : neither can 
we avoid thinking of what we 
ſee and hear : and, if the appea- 
reances are very great, . we may 
make a reaſonable uſe of them, 
by way of a prudent caution : 
we may wiſely and ſafely chaſe 
the man who ſeems the better. 
nd and fitter for the. Of- 
fice: but all this while, we need 
not form a peremytory judgment 
In the caſe ; and after all, we 
- May 
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may perhaps be grievouſly miſia- 
_ o the mr, F w-. which 
reaſon B. Sales is ſo far from ad- 
viſing us to. conſider well the 
faults and imperfetions of a 
Confeſſor, before we chuſe him, 
that he only ſends vs to our 
Prayers, to (}) demand him in- 
ſtantly at the hands of Almigny 


God ;, and,”*having once obtain'd. 


him, he bids us bleſs his D- 
vine Majeſty for ſo great a be 
efit, He tells us, that the way 
to find a good Confeflor, is to 
(s) fear God, and with an humble 
mind, affettuonſly deſire our ad- 
Vancement in Piety. He tells us, 
that we ought to pray to God with 
very great inſtance, to furniſh w 
with one according to his heart. He 
tells us moreover, for our comfort, 
that, although it were needful to 
ſend an Angel from Heaven, 4 
he did to young Tobias, he wil 
not fail to ſupply our want, 
but that he wil undoubtedly 


£1 
(f)16.n.5. (g) 15. n. 3. 
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pve us a good and faithful 
Ba -*: 
3. He expreſly teaches, that 
we (hb) ought to hearken to our 
Confeſſor, as to an Aneel deſcend- 
ed from Heaven, to condutt us 
wither : And any man who has 
his thoughts about him, muſt 
neecls aq that, if this be 
true, the rules of. Zeſſizzs cannot 
poſlibly be falſe. For, if we 
were once atſured of an Angel 
being. ſent from Heaven to di- 
rect us, 

I We never could ſuppoſe 
that God, who ſent him, had 
rmitted him to miſtake his me(- 
hee unleſs vewereCERTAIN 
if ir. | 

1. The reſpect we owe to an 
Anbaſſador from Heaven, would 
not ſuffer us to queſtion any 
of his orders, by ſearching into 
me reaſons and endeavouring to- 
trow the cauſes of them, 


F 3 IE. 
(h)..{b, n. 4. 
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1I.- Though nothing be good 
and perfeR but God, yet never- 
theleſs it- would be. a: very ab- 
furd thing, if we were there. 
Fore leſs ready to obey him, be- 
cauſe, with curious obſervation, 
we may poſlibly diſcover zper- 
Jections, even 1 an Angel, 

My veneration for $S. F. Sales 
has led me a great deal further 
than I] firſt intended : but how- 
ever it has not led me out of 
my Way ; becauſe I was going 
to prove, that the prattical cer- 
zamty which is grounded ſp 
the ſure Authority of a Cor 
feflor, is. abſolute 5 without re- 
quiring any terms on our fide 
to ſapport it : whereas the other, 
which 1s grounded upon the Pro- 
bability of ſpeculative reaſon, 5 
only conditional, and always ſup 

oles ſome certain articles to be 
obſerv'd exaRly on our part ; 
that :f we fail in the perfor- 
mance of theſe conditions, all 
our appearances of practical cer: 
tainty 
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tainty will never be ffficient to 
excule us. 


SECT. IL 


When we depend upon the Pro- 
bability of our own Reaſon, 
our Certainty is only Cond;- 
tional. | 


N the laſt Section I compa- 

red that prattical certainty, 
which is grounded upon a Con- 
fkflor's Anthority, to a build- 
mg which: is: raiſed upon a rock. 
But as for the other, which is 
grounded upon Probability, I 
cannot compare it better than 
to a building. erefted upon a 
floating Iſland, Such an edifice, 
may be made as ſtrong as one 
pleaſes, and as well compacted 
n it ſelf : but the foundation is 
naturally a little ſuſpicious; 'It 
may break ; it may fink ; and 
either the one, og the other, is 
enough to ruine the inhabitants, 
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If the Foundation never fall to 


pieces, if it never be ſwallow'd 
up; All's well. But how ſhall 
body do. to be. thoroughly ſatis 
fied concerning theſe matters ? 
Such if 's as Theſe are a little 
troubleſome toa man's thoughts; 
and very well deſerve to be 
conſider'd, before one ventures to 
dwell in ſuch a wandring and 
uncertain habitation, 

For the better underſtanding 
of the whole matter, I (hall endex 


our to give a ſhort and famili- 


ar account of the common no- 
tions of Probability. There are 
two ſorts of it : the one, intrir 
fical; the other. extrinſical - In- 
trinſical Probability is when we 
conlider the real merits of the 
cauſe, the principles and conſe: 
quences. of it, the arguments 
and reaſons which have a parti 
cular relation to it, or a natu: 


ral connection with it. Extrin-- 


ſical Probability is when we have 
10 regard to any of theſe things, 


but. 
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but only conſider the perſonal 
merits of the Author who has 
credit with us. We have ſome 
particular reaſons, belt known to 
our ſelves, which make us think 
him wiſe and good, and the 
greater the appearances are 
of his being wiſe enough to. 
know the truth, and good enough 
to zell it us ſincerely, the prea- 
ter is the probability of his 
Ductrine being true, and the more - 
we are contented to rely upon 
it, without enquiring into the 
reaſons. of it, We ſuppoſe his 
reaſons are good, becauſe they 
are his, and becauſe his perſor:al 
merits are altogether forreign to 
the merits of the eauſe, there- 
fore this fortof probability is call'd ! 

extrin{ical, = 
When I ſpeak. of, Aubors, 
| mean Baoks as Well as. . Mer, 
For we converſe with both, anc 
value them more. 9r . le{s, accor- 
ding as we-fancy they deſerve 
. Soine there are,. who are - 
F I, mu6Þ-1 
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much inclined to prefer tlie 4egd 


Authors before the l:vizg ones: 


But I am much afraid, they 
Have no great reaſon for it. A 
Book, ſay they, 1s free from Paſ: 
fron Intereſt and Humour. Ve- 
ry true, itis fo : and fo is the 
man himſelf, when he is dead: 
But he was alive, when he was 
writing ; and, for ought we 
know, his Paſſion Intereſt and 


1}umour might be then alive, as. 


well as he, Be it how it will, 


I am fure the I:vimze Authors 


have ſome very conſiderable ad 
vantages over-*the dead ones. 
1. The -Luing can ſpeak for 
themſelves, and, if they are not 
rightly underitood, they can ex 
plain the cfficulty more clear 
ly. The dead can {peak no more: 
and, if we do not - underſtand 
the text, they are not now n 
2. capacity of putting a comment 
in the margin,, 2, We mayac- 
quaint a living Author with the 
earticular circumſtances of = 

calc ; 
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caſe ;" but” a dead one has no - 


ears to hear us. We may read 
his Writings, and obſerve what 


eneral Dodrines he lays down: 


efore us: But, as there are few 


rules without ſome exceptions, . 


we may {till be in a doubt ; and, 
if we are, he is not able to re- 
ſolve us.. So that upon the whole 


matter, there appears to be as ; 


much difference, as betwixt a 
Door and a Diſpenſatory. Aud 
t.am very corffident, that ſeve- 


ral people have loſt their lives 


by tampering with Diſpenſato- 
nes, who- otherwiſe might have : 


enjoy'd both life and health, if 
they had but, in time, conſulted 
their Door. In fine, whether 
the A:ti527 be living or dead, 
tis certain that we either conhi- 


der the merit of. his reaſons, or : 
the merit of his- perſon. .. 1 we:.: 
relie upon tne merit. of his ar- - 
guments, biving examin'd.them, , 


poſſeſs'd- them, and- made-:them + 
our - aWnz our probability is witat. 
4h 
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they call intrinfical, But if we 


wave his reaſons, ard rely en- 
tirely upon the merit of his per- 
fon, becauſe we are per{waded 
thrat a wife man isnot eaſily mi 
ſtaken, nor a good man eaſily pre- 
vail'd upon to tell a he, our 
ny is meerly extrinſi- 
Cat, 

Let- us now apply theſe no- 
tions to our preſent purpoſe. "Tis 
certainly lawtul to follow a 
probable opinion : and, whether 
the probability be intrinſical or 
extrinſical, tis no great matter, 
provided it be ſufficient, We 
are only oblig'd to look before 
we leap, and to conſider we] 


the ground before we otter togq 


upon it. I have already explain'd 
the difficulty of examining, and 
the danger of chuſing our opi- 
gion: I have alſo intimated, that 
any judicious perſon may eaſily 


make 2.very good ſhift to over- 


come the difficulty ani the dan 


xer to09; in confirmation of wor 


A es ect as. a. bs. 2 - Bait. es. as. tl. As Al PEIEYy Cd tne © frond a& mn #S yy Am hd AAA eas hafjn koH4K 


a Mw ts _ —_— Ho * S 


2 Rw WT '< Ws yonnd owe wane £ 


bu 


w—_—_ 
ROY 


- 


an Humble Penitent, LON 


L ſhall only add one plain re-. 
flection, e are not obliged to, 
uſe any extraordinary care anc, 
diligence- in conſidering and 
ſarching the probability of our, 
opinion : 'tis enough that we 
proceed with the ſame ſeriouſ- 
neſs and induſtry. of endeavour, 
which we commonty uſe in world- 
ly affairs, ſuch as are of ſome 
importance to us. For example : 
If we ſeek truth with the ſame 
ardour and vigour, as.we ſeek 
2 temporal advantage ; if we g0 
to look for it, with as good a 


will-as men go uſually to their. 


markets or their fairs; if we are 
in as good earnelt, and as car2- 


ful about it, ss:we are in (riv- 


ing a bargain ;, if we reject the 
plauſible ſuggeſtions of our patl- 
lon, intereſt, or humour, as we 
do the flattering words and 
kind inſmuations of a perſon whom 
we veriry believe to. haye a de- 
lign of over-reaching us : If we 
do but this (and aſl this is nq 


more - 
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more than what we daily do) 
we need not fear :_ We are Se- 
cure. 

Whenſoever a mann has done 
as much as L have here deſcrib- 


ed, the lawfulieſs of following 


his opinion 1s - very certain, al- 
though the truth of it be only 
probable, He has a pra#tical cer- 
tainty that the thing, is lawful 


to him, although he only has a 


ſpeculative probability of its be- 


ing lawful. :n it ſelf. . And this. 


alone is. enough” to pacifie the 


minds of all conſiderate perſons : 
for they will eaſily affure them- 
ſelves of having done. as much: 


as I have here explain ; and 
then, although their certainty be 
only conditional, yet being well 


afſured of having-perfurmcd the. 


conditions, they are as ſafe and 
as much at eale, as if their cef- 
tainty Were abſolute. 

But it 1s. not ſo with. ſcrupu- 


lous people: who: arc always: 


more. or leſs. confounded and a 
maz'. 
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maz'd with too much fear. Ne-= 
thing but an abſolute certainty 
will do their work, a conditic- 
nal one will never ſerve their - 
turn, Neither is it any wonder; 
that Scrupuloſity- and Probabi- 
lity can never agree; becauſe 
Probability is-naturally more or 
teſs defective, and Scrupulolity 
is always fo uneaſy; fo except1- 
ous, ſo unreaſonaþle in its ex- 
peRations, that it is. impollible 
to pleaſe.it, *Tis a peeviſh ſort 
of Humour, which" is always 
finding fault, and — ſuſpec- 
ing the worſt ; and when thiggs 
are as well as they need be, 1t. 
quarrels with them becauſe they - 
are not better than ghey can be, 
In theſe occafions, Probability 1s- 
blamed,, without deſerving it, 
For, 1+ moral doubts where ſpe- 
culative certainty 1s not to be 
found], a. mar ee probability 


's as much as the matter will. 

bear, 'tis - as much as all our. 

!peculations can diſcover, and 
; there- . 
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_therefoye is a very good thing 
in it ſelf, Bat, as gool as it 
is, it 13 not ſo good as Scrupy; 
loſity would have it be. Scru- 
puloſity would fain be ſpecula- 
tively certain ; andProbability can 
never be ſo: and therefore they 
can never agree upon. the point, 
Now, for my part, I cannot 
but look upon this, as a ver 
extravagant humour : For, al- 
though a man may poſſibly be 
ſo covetous, as-to with he could 
make a groat of two-pence ; yet 
however, 'tis eyidently an un- 
reaſonable thing, to refuſe a gvod 
two-pence, becauſe it 1s not 
worth a groat. 


If ſcrupulous people conld poſ-- 


fibly conftnt themſelves with 
a reaſonable proportion of Pro- 
bability, there might be {ome 
hopes of their finding comfort 
in it. But they are ſo cxcellive- 
ly fond of ce:ta;zty, that they can 
never reſt without it ; and would 
be almoſt ready to die with 


deſpair,. 
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deſpair, if they did not live im 
hopes of it. For- this reaſon, 
they are fo very buſy in ſearch- 
ing for the greateſ# probability 

as being the neareſt to it: and 
indeed they are not to be blam'd 
for thinking that the greateſt is 
the beſt : but, on the contrary, 
they very much deſerve to be 
commended for being molt pleaſ+ 
ed with it, and for making it part: 
of their chief buſineſs to find it. But 
the truth is,all exceſs is blameable, 
even in things the moſt excellent :- 
and the juſteſt cauſe in the world 
can never juſtifie the intemperance 
of any paſſion in the proſecution 
of it. Their fault lies in their be- 
ing over-much concern'd, and be. 
Ing blinded with too much fear ; 
which undoubtedly difpleales 
God, as mucfr as a loving con- 
dence would pleaſe him, T hey: 
are like a man, whoſe maſter: 
ſends him to the Wood ; Go, 
fetch me, ſays he, the beſt ſtick 


you can find, If he had ſaid, a. 


good 


114 The Blind Obedience of 


good one, - the work had been 


eaſily done : but becauſe he ſaid, 
the beſt, therefore the poor man 
1s ſo terribly afraid, he ſcarce 
knows where to-turn himſelf : 
firſt, one ſtick pleaſes him : and 
then another ; and' another : the 
more -variety he meets with, 


the more he is confounded with: 


it ; and, the more he is fol 


citous to chuſe the beſ#, the 
leſs he is able to- do it. Fhus. 
he wanders up and down, loſes. 


his labour, loſes his. patience, 


loſes himſelf; and; by. the time- 


that he has found himſelf a- 


ain, he has loſt his Maſters. 


avour, by ſtaying ſo very long, 
and rv A the world: Rick at laff 

This i1mmoderate ſolicitude 
were yet more . pardonable, if 
when they find the probability 
they ſeek for, they would per- 
{wade themſelves to be content- 
ed- with' it. But the ſame co- 
wardly Spirit which puzzels 
them in the purſuit of it, does 


ad: 
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#s mach diſcourage' them even 
when they think they have 
found it.. When they have o- 
vertaken it, and fee it fall quite- 
ſhort of their beloved certainty, 
they reckon all their Tabour 
loſt, and are as much unſatisft- 
ed as ever. They are utterly 
diſappointed in their expecta- 
tion. They thought to arrive 
at ſpeculative certainty by the 
way of probability : But they 
only wearied themſelves with try- 
ing the experiment; and found 
themſelves as much miſtaken, as. 
little children are, who look- 
wo upwards: from the bottom of 
a" great; mountain, are apt to. 
magine *tis as high as Heaven ; 
and that, if they were once at 
the top of-it, they could touch 
the Skie - with their hands : 
Pleas'd with the fancy, they re- 
ſolve to try : but the higher 
they climb, the leſs hopes they 
have, and when they - come 


there, they find the Skie as. 
- Op much - 
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much above their Heads as « 
ver. 

"Tis in vain- to tell ſuch ſcru- 
pulous perſons that, although 
Innocent X1.. has condemn'd the 
(1) leaſt —_— yer Alex- 
ander VIII. has approved the 
(&) greateſf9, Nor 1s it to any 
purpoſe to talk to, them of a 
middle way, and to let them 
know there are degrees of greater 
and leſſer betwixt the two ex- 
treams of /eaſt and greateſt. If 
you tell. them that, although 
the leſſer be warmly diſputed, 
yet. both parties are agreed that 
the greater is ſufficient. All this 


will pever pacifie their minds ; 


becauſe the greateſ} probability 
is always mixt with ſome little 
degree 

(1) Generatim dum provabilicate, 
five intrinſeca, ſive extrinſeca, quan- 
tumvis tenui, mado a proha”i'icatis 
finibus non exeatur, confifi aliquid 
agimus, ſemper prud-nter agimus, 


Prop. 3. snter Gs. (k) Non licer ſe- 
qui opinionem, vel inrer  probabis. 
les probabilifi.nam, Prop. 3. i-ter 21s. 
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Cegree of uncertainty; and this 
uncertainty though never ſo lit- 
'u- tle, is a breach which they find 
A wide enough for thouſands of 
e fears to enter, and ruſh in up- 
x- Won them. Their fears are as 
ie FU naccountable as thoſe of little 
ly El Children, who are terrified with 
a wonderful ſtories of Apparitions 
m Wand Spirits: though you ſhut 
er the door as cloſe as ever you 
x- Mean, yet if once they get a fan- 
If Wy in their head, that the bug- 
ll Wl bears can creep in at the Key- 
l, © hole, they'l quake and treackle 
at Was much, as if the door were 
's W wide open. 

:M 'Tis no leſs in vain to aſſure 
Y WE them that, althongh the caſe in 
le WE queſtion ay be ſinful and un- 
e Wlawful zz it ſelf, yet having ta- 
© W ken ſach pains to find the truth, 
'” Wit is impoſſible that this maybe 
1 | ſhould ever do them the leaſt 
harm : becauſe, although their 
probability falls ſhort of ſpecu- 
tive certainty, yet oy are 

prac: 
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prattically certain that the caſe 
1s innocent and lawful ro them, 
:f they have not been megligent 
in examining in 1t, or f they 
have not been partial 1n approy- 
ing it. A Security upon doubt- 
ful conditions, is no Security at 
-all ; and the conditions here 
ſpectfied, are always doubtful te 
them. Alas ! They never think 
themſelves ſufficiently S:ncere and 
Di:ligent : and therefore theſe 
if 's can never comfort them, 
becauſe theſe if's are the very 
things they are ſo much afraid 
-of, Their firſt apprehenſions are, 
that the things perhaps may be 
unlawful ;z it ſelf. Afterwards, 
_ when they begin to aim at a 
conditional certainty, and to con 
ſider well the aforeſaid :f's; 
their fears are now doubled, 
inſtead of their being double: 
guarded from them, They arc 
now allarm'd with freſh recruits 
of new-rais'd reaſons, which af 
lault them in two ſeveral places 

at 
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it once, and with greater num- 
bers than before. And now their 
thoughts are bufie and uneaſy 
with endleſs doubts and ſafpi- 
cions, that maybe they have been 
negligent, and may-be they have 
been partial, So that all the 
comfort, which their conditional 
certainty affords them, ferves on- 
ly to furniſh them with ro may- 
bes inſtead of oze, which is juſt 
a down-right Tinkering of the 
matter, by mending one hole and 
making mo in the place of it. 
And therefore I need not add 
a word more, to prove that 
the abſolute praCtical certainty, 
which is grounded upon the ſure 
Authority - of a Confefſor, is the 
detter certainty of the two, and 
much more favourably calculat- 
ed for the eaſe and comfoxt of 
a Timorous Conlcjgnce. 
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Objetitions of pretended Conſcience 
anſwer'd. 


bf high time now to anſwer 
the vbjetions of pretended 
Conſcience. 1 call it pretended, 
becauſe it goes by a naine which 
it does not really deſerve, a 
name Which is none of its own, 
'Tis a preteuce Which people 
make uſe of, when they have a 
mind to th;ak what they will, 
and 4o what they pleaſe, A pretence, 
by which they cheat themſelves, 
as well as their Neighbours ; and 
endeavour to avoid private re- 
morſes, as well as publick cen- 
ſures, by Calling upon the ſacred 
name of Conſcience. 

The main objeRtion, which 
gives ground to all the reſt, is 
this. Although tie practiſe be 
Lipful in it ſelf, yet, if 1 think 
really is a Sin, my A 

v 
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ſo is it net enough to make ut a 
Sin ? 
In anſwer to this, I frankly 


own, that Conſcience, rightly 
underſtood, is the true | 
of our Actions : but fcrupulous 
perſons are: grievoully miitaken 
m it, Ail their ſpeculations paſs 
for Coſcicntions : all theix up- 
fart fancies uſurp the title of 
Conſcience ; Humility, Obedi- 
ence, and all the train of Ver- 
tues which attend them, 'muſt 
now and then be turned out of 
doors, to make room for a 
__r— On which they 
are pleas'd to dignifie with the 
venerable Character of Conſcience, 
The Government of Reaſon 
would be a pretty ſort of a 
thing indeed, if every thought, 
which occurs to our mind, 
were the right rule of our 
morality. 1t would be juſt like 
a non-ſenſical Monarchy, where 
every body 1s King de jure, 
Tis true our Conſcience is 

(5 always 
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always our immediate Judge : 
but then there is ſcarce one 
thought in a hundred, which is 
really our Conſcience : and, if 
they are not our Conſcience, 
*tis, no matter what they are, 
or how many. There may ariſe 
in our minds a thouſand of 
them ( if you pleaſe) one after 
another ; and every one of thek 
thoughts may really think it 
a Sin > and yet, if zt # nota 
Sin in it ſelf, theſe thoughts 
will never be able to make it i 
3. 

Well. But how ſhall IT dr 
Feern that thought, which 1s my 
Conſcience, from all thoſe which ard 
mot ? 

How do you know the dif 
ference betwixt the Fudge who 
fits upon the Bench, and the 
Lawyers who plead at the Bar! 
We have every one of us a 
Court of TJudicature within Us, 
where all our doubtful caſes 
are Try'd and Judg'd. All our 
| | thoughts 


$ 
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thoughts which are concery'd in 
any thing belonging to the Tr:+- 
a, are {ummon'd to appear 
in Cort. Our /pec::litive Thoughts 
are the Cawyers, which open 
the Caſe, explain the circum- 
ſtances of it, and propoſe the 
reaſons whica ere either for it 
or againit it. Whilſt the mat- 
ter 1s. thus under debate, our 
honehts are divided upon the 
poins : One way, they plead it 
is a Sn, the other Way, they 
plead it :s not. Mean time, theſe 
thoughts are meerly ſpeculative ; 
becauſe they are not rules to * 
walk by, but are only the opi- 
nion of the Lawyers, whoſe bu- 
lineſs is to dilpute the queſtion, 
and not to decide it. Amongſt 
Wall the Thoughts Which are em- 
© ploy'd in the whole Trial, there 
sonly One, which finally deter- 
mines and judges the Cafe, This 
Thought is prettical, becauſe it 
s the Opinion of the Fudge 
the Sexterce of the Conrr, an 
 E-8 the 
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the Rule of our Prattiſe, And 
This is the only Thought which 
deſerves the name of Conſc 
ence. 

I purpoſely make ule of this 
Allufion, to avoid School-terms ; 
becauſe I write for -thoſe why 
commonly are not well acquain- 
ted with them. And, for th: 
better underſtanding of the main 
point, I ſhall endeavour to give 
a familiar account of three ge- 
neral caſes which uſually occur 
in the aforeſaid Trial. : 

]. It happens ſometimes, that 
the Lawyers, who plead t 5 « 
Stn, are able to prove it 6 
plauſibly, and with ſach ſtrong 
appearance of Reaſon, that the 
adverſe party is quite confound. 
ed and filencd. And then mn- 
deed, the Court being free 
from noiſe, the Judge's voice 
may eaſily be heard : and we 
may be afſur'd it ' is our Cor 
feience which tells us, it z5 cer 
tamly 2 Sn. 
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II. Sometimes it happens that: 
the Lawyers, who plead it Laws 
ful, have the greater probabili- 
ty on their ſide : But yet the 
others are obſtinate in main- 
taining the probability of its be- 
ing 4 Sin. In this occaſion, 
there 1s a great noiſe in Court : 
The Judge pronounces /cnrence, 
that the thing 7s lawful : The 
Lawyers are 1mpertinent, and 
the ſame time cry, zt 5 a Sin: 
And in this confuſion we. may 
ally miſtake a Lawyer's voice, 
and think it is the Judge's. Our 
Conſcience thinks it lwwful : and 
it the ſame time theſe unman- 
nerly T horg/1ts continue clamo- 
rous, and ſtill rhink really it is a 
Sim, But let them ſtill think on ; 
as long, and as really, as they 
pleaſe ; 'tis certain they are never 
able to make it really be one. 

III, Ar other times it com- 
© monly happens, that the Lam- 
W jrs, who plead it lawful, ab 

though they have great Proba- 
G 3 bility 
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bility on their fide, yet th# 
do not inſiſt apon 1t : they wave 
all probable reaſons, as being 
more or leſs defective : and on- 
iy ground their defence upon 
a practical principle, which is 
an undonbted maxim of the 
Law, that i72 all doubtful caſes 
one may ſecurely relie upon a 
Conftefſor's Authoriry, without ex- 
amining the rea/ons, In this caſe, 
the Lawyers who plead it 15 0 
Sin, are baffled and quite put 
out of countenance. As for jpe- 
cxlative certainty, Which now is 
neceſſary . to gain their point, 
they frankly own they have it 
not about them; And, as for 
probability, although they have 


abundance of it, yet the beſt 


being manifeſtly uncertain, the 
others deſpiſe it, and will not 
take the pains to anſwer it, but 
only op oſe the certain rule 
of a Confeſſor's Authority againſt 
it. When things are in this 
peſture, the Trial is fon _ 

ur 
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Our Confcience inmediatly pro- 
nounces Sentence, that the thing 
is certainly lawful : and the E- 
quity of this Sentence is ſo viſt 
ble, that 'tis impoſſible to be mi- 
ſtaken in it. 

According to thele three caſes 
'tis eaſy to gwve a ſhort an 
wm Anſwer to the Queſtion 
re propoſed :. if I think really 
it is a Sin, is not my think- 
ing fo enough to make it a 
Sia £ 

1. In the firſt caſe, you thirk 
tis certainly & Sin ;, you do not 
doubt the leaſt but that it is 
fo: And then indeed, although 
it be not a Sin in #t /elf, this 
thought, as long as 1t continues 
thus certain, 2s caorgh to make it 
077C. 

2, In the feconud caſe, yon 
have two thoughts in your mind 
at- once : one Way, you think 
it lawful ; the other way, you 
think it @ Sz : And, if the 
firſt Thoweght be vour C onſci- 

G 4 ence, 
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ence, the ſecond cannot _ make 
it a Sin, But if you are not 
able to diſcern, which of the 
two thoughts 15 the dictate of 
your Conſcience, you muit be 
content to ſuffer the mort: cation 
of being in a doubr, whether 
it be enoxgh to make it a Sin, 
or not. But you have ſtill this 
comfort left, that 

3. In the third caſe, when 
you lay aſide all theſe uncer- 
tain probabilities, and ground 
your ſelf entirely upon the ſure 
Authority of your Confeſſor, 
this mortifying doubt 1s eaſily 
and clearly reſolv'd. For, whillt 
your Conſcience relies upon the 
certainty of his Authority who 
tells you zf zs lawfl, *tis mani- 
feſt that all your other thonght; 
can never be enough to make it 
a Sin. They may be clamorous, 
they may be troubleſome, they 
may atright you with more or 
teſs probability of its being 
lawful : But as long as you rely 
upon 


; 
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upon a certarm rule, which al- 
ways 1s a juſt excuſe, and always 
makes your practice certainly 
lawful to you ;, What fignifie the 
vain appearances of provability, 
which always is »ncertain, and 
never can amount to more than 
this, that perhaps 'tis really un- 
lawful 7 ze ſelf ? Will any bo- 
dy i their right ſenſes, quit a 
ccrtain hold, to faſten upon a. 
neer 'per/.aps ? 

But may I then ſafely fol- 
low my Confeſſor's Advice, when 
my own op:nion- ſecms to me more 


provable bo 


Who doubts it? His Advice - 
IS a certaty rule: your opinion 
contrary to it, though never lo 
probable, 1s {till wcerrain i; And 
therefore 'tis an- undoubted 
Truth, that you may (/) lafely 
follow his advice. 

WG 5 But 

(!) Parum refert quod oppoſita 
ſententia 1pfi operanti videatur pro- 
babilior ſpeculative : Sp:culativum e- 
aim jllud jadicium, 60 jpſo qued..: 
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But what if I am ſtill uneaſy 
in my ſelf, and terribly afraid it 
8s a Sin ? May I ſecurely follow 
his Advice, in ſpite of all my fears? 
Undoubtedly vou may. I 
it not evident, that we may 
always follow a certain rule, in 
ſpite of all the uncertainties in 
the world ? And have not we juſt 
reaſon . to (#7) contemn our 
fcars, 
forte incertum & falſum fir, non de- 
bet efſe regula operationis; cum ope- 
Trans aliam regulam, eanque certum 
. Habeat, quam lequatur, Buſ-nbawm. 
I. 2. tr. 1, C.. '2. dub. 2. Quando 
Religioſus dubitat utrum, ſua infirmi- 
tas ſufficiart ad non jcjunandum, vel ad 
non Icge :dum horas; non fojum ad 
mandatum, fed etiam conſrlium {ui Pre- 
lati ſecure pore a\ſtincre a jejunio,yvel 
ab horis, Sy[Vius. in. 1. 2.4. 19. A, $. d, 
8. Cc. 1, Prafato pracipicnti Rel 
gioſus tenctur vhedire contra ſuam 
Propriam opinionem, ctiamſ1 proba- 
biliorem, 31d. d. 9. C 4, (m) Potelt 
firmiter OpErari con: enipro {crupulo, 
ctiamſ1 perſev: ret. Suarez. in 1, 2» 
iP. 12. KN.- 4, I. 9. 
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fears, when we are ſure of be 
ing more afraid than hurt ? 

My fears, you'l lay, are ground- 
ed pon a great many particular 
reaſons: And is it not an unrea- 
ſonable thing to turn theſe reaſons 
out of doors, without firſt confi: 
ting them ? 

Pray, is it not an unreaſona- 
ble thing to undertake the need- 
leſs labour of an endleſs work ? 
Are they not abundantly confer 
ted by their own confillic 2 
They only boaſt their probab:l:ry ; 
they do not ſo much as pretenc 
to a {pecu! utive certaunty 3 And 


nothing leſs than that can cver 
be allow'd tov take place of a 


certain practical direction, 
The whole truth of the bu- 
meſs is this. Our /recirlatiwe 


thoughts are proud and impetrtt- | 


nent, They. would fain uſurp 
the whole conduct of our life 
and actions : and this is what 
they were never made toy. 
They are like a faftious Houle, 


an [Tumble Penitent. 4 


ht 


) 
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of Commons, who are always 
quarrelling with the King's Pre. 
rogatives, under the odious name 
of Arbitrary Power : and if care 
be not taken to keep them 
within their due limits, they'l 
foon ſubvert the Government : 
they'l convene without being 
cal'd, and continue ſitting even 
when they are prorogued. From 
whence it plainly follows, that 
that our Prattical Reaſon 1s ne- 
ver more Prudent, and more 
like it ſelf, in the lawful exer- 
cile -of its Soveraign Power 
than when it filences and dif- 
miſes theſe pragmatical Scruples 
and rebellious Speculations, which 
cannot endure to have Authori- 
ty reign over them, Then it is 
that our Practical Reaſon 1s like 
an Abſolute Monarch, who go- 
verns as he pleaſes, without con: 
. alting his Parliament. And here, 
{ hope you will not ſay, that 
Zoos is T yrannical, unleſs you 

avg 
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have a mind” to have it ſaid, 
that Tyranny 1s reaſonable. 


CGH AF Xk 


The Security of Blind Obedience 


proved by Scripture... 


& Pretended Conſcience which 
claims a liberty of thinking 

what it pleaſes, and pleads a 
neceſſity of doing What 1t thinks, 
iS. as- miſchievous. a Tool as the 
Devil himſelf would wiſh to. go 
to work with. All the Laws of 
God and his Church would fig- 
nifie juſt nothing, if every body 
might pretend to ſay, fy Corr 


ſcience tells me another. thing, and 


w-0 ſhall controle or judge my Con- 
ſcience? *Tis evident that when- 
ſoever the Law ſays one thing, 
and our pretended Conſcience takes 
upon it to ſay another, or when- 
ſoever there ariſes any diſpute, 
which of the two. is in the right, 
we do not live 11 conformity 
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to the Law, if we deſpiſe ſuch 
Fudges of the Law, as the Law 
it {clf has appointed. 

My buſineis therefore at pre- 
ſent 1s to prove by Scripture, 
that our Confcſſor”s are appointed 
by God, to be the Judees of the 
Law, From whence 'twill clear- 
iy follow, that in all doubtful 
caſes we may ſecurely relie pon 
0117 Confeſſor's Anthority, without 
examiming 4 12err rCea(015, F; r 
ſurely nothins can be more ſef- 
evicent than this, that ce Law 
of God can never puniſh 15, tor 
ſubmitting humbly and fincerely to 
thole Fridges, which God hkimiclf 
has appo:nicd, 

There are ſeveral: Texts of 
Scriptirre Which plainly repre- 
ſent unto vs, how unfitting «1d 
how unſafe a thing it 1s, to tuie 
upon us to be our own judges 
in all things, (7) Rely ot itpou 
your own Underſianding : Be wot 
wiſe in your own eyes. And again(s) 

There 
(n) Prov. 2. $: 9. (0) Prov. 26. 13 
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There 15 more hope of a fool, t!.mm 
of one that is wiſe in his own 
conceit. Such expreſſions as theſe 
are very proper to awaken {ome 
people, who are 1ſo ltrangely 
tond of their own fancies, that 
they cannot endure to ſubmit 
them to any Confeſfor what- 
ſoever. They love dearly to 
rely rpon their own underſt anding 
in every thing, although the 
Word of God exprefly advi- 
ſes the contrary. They are fo 
Wife in ther own eyes, that 
they never think their © Cor- 
tefſor wiſe enough to direct 
them. And, left them ſay what 
they will, *tis mamife{t they are 
not guilty of too much Hurmili- 
ity. For, it they thought their 
coice/ts: were /!y, they would 
caſily ſubmit, Bat the truce rea- 
ſon why they are ſo {tiff in their 
opintons, 1s becauie they always 
are inclin'd to believe that their 
conccits are wiſe ones. And how 
does this agree with the _ 
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of God, which in (p) both Te- 
itaments admoniſhes them not 
to be wiſe in their own conceits? 
But a word is. enough to the 
wiſe ; and therefore I ſhall . fay 
no more upon this ſubjet, but 
ihall chiefly infift upon thoſe 
Texts, which tell us plainly 
who they are, whom God | has 
appointed to be our Guides and 
Judges :- our Guides, to chuſe 
our way, and our Judges to de- 
termine all our doubts concern- 
ing It, 
I. The (4) lips of the Prief 
ſhall keep Knowledge, and thy 
ſhatl F=g the aw at his month: 
for he is the Angel of the Lowd 
of Hoſts. And the reaſon holds 
ood, although his wickedneis 
Cakich God forbid) ſhould (7) 
make him contemptible before tie 
people, His pony failings dv 
not leſſen the Authority of his 
Character. He may know the 
Law 
(p) Prov. 26. 32. Rom. 12, i6. 
(q) Malach. 2. 7. (Tr) ib. v. 9. 
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Law as well as thoſe who ob- 
ſerve it. And although his Actions 
diſcover the corruption of his 
Heart which contradits his 
Judgment, yet perhaps he may 
not labour under any temptation 
of belying the Law with his 
ps, or contradicting it with his 
mouth. In the old Teſtament we 
read that (s) when Samuel was 
old and made his Sons Judges oe 
ver Iſrael, they walk'd not in his 
ways ; for which reaſon the El- 
ders of Iſrael, being oftended at 
the wickedneſs of his Sons; ga- 
ther'd themſelves together, and 
came to Samuel, and ſaid, Now 
make us a King to jndee us, like 
all the Nationss Whereupon 
Samuel , being 4iſpleas'd with their 
petition, pray'4 to God to di- 
ret him, and God himſelf ex- 
preſs'd his diſpleaſure in theſe 
terms, T vey have not rejetted thee, 
but they hve rejetted me, that I 
ſhould not reign over them, And 
in. 
(5) 't Kingy. 8. 1,3, 4, $, 6, 7: 


"as. 
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in the new Teſtament wes. read, 
that Jeſus ſaid ro the multitude 
(r) the Scribes and Phariſees have 
fitten in Moſes ſeat ;, All therefore 
whatſoever they ſay to ye, that oh- 
ſerve ye, and doye; bur do not ſquare 
your actions according to thyir 
works: for they ſay, and do not. 
And indeed our Natural Reaſon 
is enough to teach us the Equi- 
tyof this Truth, For, when once 
a Judge 1s appointed by the Law, 
although a private perſon at the 
Bar may juſtly hope himſclf to 
the better man of the two; 
yet, if he ſhould therefore offer 
to juſtle him off the Bench, 
and diſfown the Authority of 
his Commiſſion, {ſuch an infolcnce 
would never be exdur'd in any 
Form of Government. 

Il. He (u) that hears you, 
ſays Chriſi to his Diſciples, hears 
me : and he thu deipiſes you, 
deſpiſes me, This Text ſhews 

plainly 

(c) Math. 23. 1,2, 3. (wu) Luk. 19. 
-. 


(3 


an HumblePenitent. 139 


plainly that (w) God who. ſpoke 
in time paſt, to the Fathers by 
the Prophets, and in theſe laſt days 
ſpoke unto us by his Son, now ftill 
continues ſpeaking to us by our 
Confefſors, who:. though they 
(x) are not - ſufficient of them- 
ſelves, yet God lnis made them 
avie Meri frers of the New Te- 
ftament ;, (y) and has committed 
to them rhe word of Reconcilia- 
tion, fo that we ought to look 
upon them as Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as if God himſelf 47d ex- 
hort us by them, If we had been 
preſent at the Transfiyuration of 
our Saviour, and had heard that 
(2) voice which came out of the 
cdoud, [aying, This is my beloved 
Son, hear him: What a mighty 
inflaence would it have had upon 
our Minds and Hearts ? And ought 
not we as much to. reverence 
the. voice of Chriſt, as if we 
heard a vuice from . Heaven ? 
When 
(w) 11>. hos. (XJ) 2Cot. go be Go 
(y) 2 Cor. 54.16, 29. (2 hs 0e $6: 
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When our Saviour tells us, He 
that hears my Miniſters, hears 
me ; although our fears may raiſe 
a miſt, and quite ſurround us 
with a cloud, yet ſtill theſe words 
of his are like a Yoice out of 
the cloud, and a Voice as ealy 
to be underſtood, as if he had 
ſaid, Theſe are my beloved Mi- 
mſters, Hear them. 

I ſhall only take notice of 
one particular circumſtance,which 
- I hope will help to make ſome 

people ſenſible of the importance 
of this Text. I mean thoſe who 
are -ſo ſtrangely terrified with 
thinking, that their Confeſſions 
never are exact, that they never 
love God above all things, that 
they never do {utficient Pennance 
for their Sins, that they are not 
in the State of Grace, and that 
they are not in the number of 
God's Ele&t. If they are o ter- 
ribly afraid of being (:) Like 
Sheep Which are go:mg aſtray , 


(a) 1 Pet. 2.25. 
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if they are ſincerely deſirous ro 
return unto the Shepherd of their 
Souls ;, Let them hearken «eri- 
outly to the voice of (b) that 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, who 
ſays, (c) I am the good Paſtor. 
(4) Ay Sheep, ſays he, hear my 
voice, and they follow me. We 
cannot follow Chriſt unleſs we 
hear his voice: But, if we hear 
his voice, and follow it, This is 
the certain mark, that we are 
in the number of his Sheep. 
My Sheep hear my woice, and 
they follow me ; (e) and I give 
unto them Eternal Life ;, and they 
ſhall not periſh for ever 5, neither 
ſhall any one pull them out of my 
Father's han My Father, that 
which he hath givcn me, 1s grea- 
ter than all : and no one 1s able 
to pull them out of my Father's 
hand. What a comfort is it, to 
be thus aſſured, that if we hear 
his voice, and follow it, he will 
| not 
' (h) Heb. 13. 20.(c) Je. 10, 14{d) 
t*, v.27. (CE) 15. v.23, 29. 
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_ 
not fail to giveus Eternal Life! 
What a joy, to think that we 
ſhall never periſh! And how does it 
tranſport and raviſh us, when we 
con{ider that although theWorld, 
the Fleſh, and all the Devils in 
in . Hell conſpire againſt us, yet 
our Father 1m Heaven 1s greater than 
all, and, if we hear the voice of 
his Sor, mo one Will ever be a- 
ble to pull us out of our Father' 
hand ? What would we give, 
what would we do, what would 
we {uffer, to be ſure that we are 
in the happy number of thoſe who 
Hear ther voice of Chriſt * Re 
member therefore, and conſider 
what he ſays; If you hear his 
Miniſters, you hear him ; and 
if you eſpiſe them, you deſpiſe 
11M, 

TH. When our Saviour aſcend- 
ed Cf) hegave Paſtors and Teach- 
ers, not only for the work of the 
Ainiſtry, and for the edifying the 
boly of Chrift, but alſo that we 

hence- 
(f) Epheſ. 4. 8, 11, 12, I 4. 


.. of 
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henceforth be no more Children, 
toſs'd to and fro, and carried ar 
bout -with every wind of Do- 
#rizve, And certainly, unleſs 
they were appointed by Chriſt to 
be our Guides and Judges, 'tis 
very hard to underſtand, how 
they ſhould hinder us from be- 
ing toſs'd to and fro, and carri- 
ed about with what wind of Do- 
trine we pleaſe, But the thing 
which here is moſt remarkable, 
is this: Before he ment (g) his 
way to him that ſent him, he ſaid, 
] tell you the truth, it is expedi- 
ent for youthat I go away, Which 
words being extended to the ge- 
nerality of the Faithful, to whom 
the Comforter was ſent as well 
to the Diſciples, 'tis hard to 
forbear the ſtarting of a very 
material queſtion : How ? is 1t 
expedient for us to exchange an 
mfallible Guide, for a company 
of Confeſſors, whoare every one 
of them fallible ? Yes, It cer- 

tainly 
(g) Jo. 35. 4, % 
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tainly is ſo, For, 1. Our Sub- 
miſſion is equally ſecure, -and that's 
as good : 2.OurObedience is more 
humble, and that's a great deal 
better. ; 

If you ask me, by what Au- 
thority we can be /o ſecure un- 
der the direction of a fellible 
Guile ? Pray, is not hs Ay: 
thority ſufficient who will, one 
day, come t0juuge the qu:ck and 
the dead? Can you imagine, he 
is fo unjuſt, as to condemn us 
tor ſubmitting humbly and ſur 
cerely to his own Authority! 
And, if he cannot poſlibly con- 
demn us for it; are we not /e- 
cure ? 'Tis he himſelf ( who knows 
a great deal better than we do, 
how fallible they are ) 'tis He, 
I ſay, who has appointed them 
to be our Judges ;- and there- 
fore 'tis by his appointment, that 
in doubtful matters. we ſubmit 
our judgnent to them, Hear 
what he ſays himſelf : (5) As 


my 
(bt) Fo 29. 21, 23. 
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my Father hath ſent me, even ſo 


1 ſend them. Whoſe ſoever Sins 


they rem, they are remitted un-- 


to them ; and* whoſe ſoever Sins 
they retain, they are retain'd. 

I ſhall-add no gloſs to this 
Text. The Church of God is the 


beſt interpreter of his. Word. 


She is (7) te pillar and the eronnd 
of Truth, If we believe our Creed; 
it we believe the Holy Catholick 
Church , If we beheve the fo- 
lemn declaration of © a- General 
Conncif approved and univerſally 
receiv'd, there is nothing more 
certain than that our Confeſſor's. 


are by Chriſt appointed Judges + 


to diſcern and to determine all. 
matters belonging tor Confeſſion. 
The words of the Council of 
Trent are theſe. (k) Our Lord 

H EIS 
(i) 1 Tim. 3. 15. Ck) Dominus 
tfter Jeſus Chriſtus, a terris aſcen= 
lurus ad. ccelos, Sacerdores, ſui ipſius 
Vicarios rel1quit, tanquam prxhdes 
& judices, ad quos omnia mortalia 
mimina deferantur 5 quo, pro pote- 
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FESUS CHRIST before 
he aſcended from Earth to Hea- 
ven, left Prieſts his Vicegerents, 
as Preſidents and Fudges, to whom 
all mortal Sins are to be declared, 
that they may accordingly mri 
nounce Sentence, SO plam it is, 
that our Ghoitly Fathers have 
their Commiſſion from God, and 
Pateat from his Church, to 
be our Judges in matters of 
Conſcience ;, and conſequently to 
pronounce a final Sentence upon 


all our doubtful caſes. 


ſtate Clavium remifſionis aur reten- 
rionis pecatorum, ſententiam pro- 
ancient, SeffÞ. 14. Cap» 5» 
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CHAT Xx 


Maxims of S, Bernard, concerning 
Biizd Obedience. 


Have now done with Scr:p- 
ture © and, to give an account 
of the Fathers, I have made 
choice of S. Bernard, whom 1 
look upon as the laſt Father of 
the Church, and the beſt able to 
expreſs the ſentiments of all the 
reſt who went before him. 
His eminent Learning and Ver- 
tve were the Oracle as well as 
Miracle of the twelfth Age. 
His Doctrine and Example were 
the great Inſtruction and the 
Admiration of all : when in the 
darkneſs and the coldnels of thoſe 
times, which were the winter- 
ſeaſon of Devotion, He unex- 
pectedly appear'd, like fire ex- 
preſly ſezt from, Heaven to 
enlighten and enflame the minds 
H 2 and 
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and hearts of ignorant and te- 


pid Chriſtians. 

He has written a whole Book 
particularly upon this ſubject: 
and, the whole care of his life 
being chiefly employed in culti- 
vating and improving the Ferre 
of Blind Obedience, we may very 
well allow him to have rightly 
underitood it. He diſcourſes, for 
the moſt part, concerning the 
Blind Obedience which 1s due 
to a Prelateor Superior,addreſling 
himſelf particularly to Religious 
perſons, who by vow are bound 
to obſerve it. But nevertheleſs 
the Submiſſion, which is cue 
from all Penitents to their Con- 
feſſors, is a Caſe exactly parallel 
to it, and is directly compre- 
hended under the general no- 
tion of it, And beſides, 'tis 
obvious to every body's com- 
mon ſenſe, that thoſe practiſes 
which are univerſally reputed 
vertuous in a Cloiſter, can never 


be juſtly cenſur'd as unlawful 
in 
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in the World : but whatſoever 
the Religious ſt do, the Se- 
culars may lawfully do it, if 
they pleaſe. 


MAX. L 


We ought to look upon our Con- 
feſſor as a Vicegerent of God, 
without confidering his faults, 


Hether (1) it be God, or 
Han his Vicegerent, who ' 
impoſes an obligation upon us, 
we are to obey with the ſame 
care, aud ſubmit with the ſame 
reſpett, (m) What matter 15 it, 
i 2 whe- 

(!) Sive Deus, five homo Vicari- 
us Det, mandartum quodcunque tra- 
diderit ; pari profetto obſequendum 
eſt cura, pari reverentia deferendum. 
S. Bern, lib, de przcept. & diſpen. cap, 
9. (m) Quid enim intereſt, utrum 
per fe an per ſuos miniſtros, five 
homines five Angelos, hominibus 1n- 
noteicat ſuum placirum Deus ? Quamo- 
brem quicquid yice Dei precipit ho- 
mo, 
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whether God impart his will and 
pleaſure to us, by himſelf, or by 
the Miniſtry of Men, or Angels? 
Whatſoever it 1s that Dan pre- 
ſcribes, as Vicegerent of God, un- 
leſs it be CERTAINLY df 
pleaſing to him, we ought to ac- 
cept it in the ſame manncr, as if 
God himſelf had ordain'd it, Eſ- 
pecially ſince we read in Scrip- 
tre, tnat the lips of the Prieſ 
keep knmpledge, and they require 
the Law at his mouth, becauſe 
mo, quod non fit certum difplicere 
Deo ; taud ſecus omnino accipien- 
dum quam fi precipiat Deus. Prex- 
ſertim cum reneas de Scripturis, quia 
LabiaSacerdoris cuſtodmnr ſcien: iam, 
& legem de ore eJus requirunt ; Cuia 
Ang<clus Domini excrciruum eſt. Re- 
quirunt, &ixcrim, Legem 5 non quan 
ratio manifeſta probaverit, ſed qued 
ita Jatere aut obſcurum et!e ccgnol- 
citur, ut in dubium venire pofj;t, u- 
rrumne Dens fic an aliccr forte vclir, 
fi non de labiis cauſtodiertibus {ci- 
entiam, & ex ore Ang*li Domini cx- 
ercituum certum reddatur, i149, 
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he is the Angel of the Lord of 
Hoſts. They ſeek the law, ſays 
he, not in things which our Rea- 
ſon proves MANIFESTLY 
to u5, but in matters wich are 
fo hidden and obſcure, that we 
mat poſſibly DOVU FT; whe- 
ter God would have it lo, or not ;, 
wileſs -14 were A ADE CE R- 
TAIT DT, by theſe lips which are 
the Keepers of Kyuowledee, and 
by the mot of tue Angel of 
tlie Lord of Hoſts, Can any 
man ſpeak more plainly than 
S. Bernard aozs, upon this oc- 
ation ? 

And now, perhaps, ſome body 
may be apt to fay ; if I had but 
ſuch a man as S. B-rnard, for 
my Conftefſor, I could rely up- 
his word as confidently as if 
God himſelf had ſaid it : but 
when I confider the weakneſs 
and the incliſcretion of my Ghoſt- 
ly Father, I dare not venture 
to trult him. 


H 4 To 
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Divine returns this Anſwer, 
that Penitents do not rel 
upon their Confeſſor (7) pw 
be 8 LEARNED, P RU- 
DENT, s FERT VC OUS, 
but barely becauſe he jupplies the 
place of God, Viho Þas ap- 
pointed him to be their Judge 
in all douÞbtiul matters relating 
to Confeſiion. But fince you 
own fo frankly, that if you had 
S. Bernard for your Confeſſor, 
vou could eaſily rely upon him : 
Hear what S. Bernard ſays him- 
ſelf. (o) Be not afrighted at the 
Un 
(n) Dicet fortalle quifpiam, 1 ta!is 
mihi efler Przlatus, qual s erat S Bzr- 
nardus, facile acquieſcerem : nunc ve- 
ro dum Superioris met parvam fapt- 
entiam aſpicio, non augeo ei acquic- 
ſcere.R. Inferiores non obediunt Pre- 
lato, qa fit Jo&F1us, quia prudens, quia 
Sanus, ſed quia vicem Det gerir, hoc 
ipſo quo eſt legitimus ſuperior, Sy'- 
VIKS, IN Te 2» Q+ 19+ A. 5. d. 12. C. 
$.(o)Non te moveat Magitter imperi- 
tus, indiſcreta porcſtas; ſed memen- 


To this Objection a learned- 
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unskilfulneſs of his Teaching, or 
the indiſcretion of his Authority 
but remember that there is no 
power but of God, and that they 
who reſiſt Authority, reſiſt the or- 
dinance of God. 

'Tis true, This Maxim of S. 
Bernard allows of one exception 
from the general rule, which is, 
that when we are ab/olutely cer- 
tain of our Conteſſor's being 
miſtaken, we may lawfully refuſe 
to ſubmit to him.(p)1# theſe things, 
lays he, we neither expect any bo- 
dy's Teaching, nor mind any bo- 
ay's Forbidding. But here it is 
that all Timorons Conlciences 
muſt have a great care, of not 


brig miſtaken themſelves, when 


they think their Confeſſor zs /o. 
The Exception is very true, but 

H 5 they 
to quia ron eſt poutcſtas niſi a Dco, 
& qui reſijſtit poreſtari, refiſtit Dei 
ordinationi. S. Bern. Serm. 41. de di- 
yerſis. (p) De hujuſmodi nec pre- 
ceptor expectandus, nec prohibitor 
aſculrandus eſt. S, Bera, lib. de pra- 
cep, & diſpen, cap. 9. 


_ 
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they muſt be careful not to de- 
ſtroy the Rule with it. They 
are apt to fear on the wrong 
ſide ; and fear is a ſtrange Pal- 
fion, which commonly milrepre- 
ſents whatever comes in its way, 
They look at every thing with 
a pair of ſpectacles made of 
falſe glaſſes, the one magnifying 
the Sin, the other multiplying 
the circumſtances, and both con- 
ſpiring to deceive them. In this 
condition they conſult their Con- 
feſſor, and tell him a terrible 
Story, which by their good 
will, they would never make 
an end of. Their Confellor, 
who is generally well ac- 
quainted with theſe humours, and 
ſoon ſees what they would be 
at, begins to cut them - ſhort : 
And *tis no wonder he does fo, 
becauſe he ſees things plainly, 
with his own natural eyes, and 
will not be prevail'd upon to uſe 
their ſpectacles, becauſe he knows 
what glaſs they are made of. 
Nov# 
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Now, this offends them ſtrange- 
ly; ani without any more adoe, 
they think they have all the 
reaſon in the world to conclude, 
hes certainly miſtaken. He al- 
lows them, may be, only half a 
quarter to examine ; and they 
are ccrtain that three or four 
hours are too little, for the 
purpoſe. They are certaiz they 
ought to conftels fome things, 
which he forbids them to ſpeak 
of, They are certain they are 
obliged im Conſcience, to make 
a general Confefiion ;, although 
he tells them, they need it no 
more than they do the Head - 
ake. 

Poor Creatures! In theſe per- 
| plexities they mean very well ; 
but they ao very 11, For, even 
in things which ſeem evident to 
them, they ought to beware 
of being miſtaken, and of making 
things matter of Conſcience 
which are far from being 1o. 
They ought to beware the ſet- 
0g, | 
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ting up of a falſe God to them- 
ſelves, and ſacrificing all the Du- 
ties of Obedience to an Idol of 
their own invention. Their pre- 
tended Conſcience is neither bet- 
ter nor truer for the heat and zeal 
with which they maintain it, E- 
ven Heathens themſelves are of- 
tentimes more zealous than Chri- 
{tians : And (the Devil helping 
his ſervants) it is commonly ob- 
ferv'd, that men are fiercer in 
the wrong” than in the right. 
Who would ſet up a fallible 
Guide againlt an infallible one ? 
This Contcience of theirs 1s fall: 
ble, not only 2 r ſelf, but alſo 
to them: becauſe when, by their 
fault, it is erroneous, 1t does not 
excuſe them. But their Contefſcr 
is alwavs infallible to them, al- 
though he never is fo in him 
ſelf ;, becauſe it is infallibly true, 
that they are always exculed, 
when in any doubt they hum- 
bly and ſincerely follow his ad- 


vice. 
When 
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When ' nothing elſe will do; 
they chiefly infiſt upon this ; 
that they are very ce-tai7 their 
Confefſor does not rightly un- 
deritand them, becauſe they are 
ſure that, if he did, he would 
certainly be of their opinion. But 
ſurely ſuch a pleaſant argument 
as this, is little better than that 
of Poet Bayes. When I have a 
mind, ſays he, to know whether 
a man be a man of parts, 0 not ; 
What do me I, but give him one 
of my Plays to. read ? He reads 
it, If he likes it 5, Well. If not ;; 
I know what to think of him, Much 
at this rate, theſe pecple go to 
their Confeſſor, with one of 
their huge and mighty Sccuples. 
He hears it. If he approves - 
opinion ; All's well. If not ; They 
know for ccrtain he muit needs 
be grievouſly miſtaken, 

"Tis very hard, you'l ſay, for 
people to think otherwiſe + Eſpeci- 
ally when they can almoſt ſwear, 
trey are in the right, 

The 
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The prouder they are, the 
harder it is: but it they were 
ſufficiently humble, it would be 
a very ealy matter, Eſpecially, 
when they cannot quite ſwear, 
Foy if their heart goes pit a pat 
with fear of beinz perjur'd, when 
they think of laying hand upon 
the Book and making a ſolemn 
Oath; Then they may very well 
aſſure themſelves, that there is 
ſtil} ſome little doubt lies lurk- 
ing in their Minds, and that 
therefore they may boldly reck- 
on it amongſt the conbtful ca- 
ſes, in which their Confeffor 
has full Commiſſion to dire 
them. - 

S. Tereſa was certainly ſo ful- | 
ly perſwaded of her Viſions be- 
ing true and real, that ſhe conld 
almoſt have ſworn, they were.ſo : 
And yet ſhe would not there- 
fore venture to diiobey her Con- 
feſlor. Hear how F. Crafſet de- 
- ſcribes her behaviour in this cale, 


OZ Ss 


Reg 
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(0) JESUS appear'd to S. Te- 
re | reſa :wo ſeveral ways; in his own 
e | perſon, and in the perſon of her 
J Confeſſor, Jeſus himſelf teaches 
. | her infallible truths : Her Con- 
it | felſor, who repreſents him, tells 
n ber, they are jo many lies. What 
n  ſba// Tereſa do f Whom ſhall (he 
n Þ believe? She never deliberates up- 
i1 MW on the matter: She chuſes rather 
is fo obey Jeſus in the perſon of her 
-  Confeſſor, than in his own perſon. 
t | 7 may be miſtaken, ſays Fog 172 
- Þ bclicuig thoſe Viſions ;, but I ſhall 
- BE ever be miſtaken in obeying my 
r | Diretlor, 1 am mot abſolutely 
+ i certain that it is the Sonof God 
who appears to me ;, but I am 
- El certain that it is he who ſpeaks to 
- & ne by my Superiors, If they tell 
me otherwiſe than he does, I'l be- 
lieve them ſooner than him, be- 
cauſe he commands me ſo to do, 


(q) Conſid. ſurles Feſies, ORob.1 5. 
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WAS Il 


We ought to look upon him as our 
Fudge, without examining his 
reaſons, 


» TVs 7) a Sign of an imper- 
fett Heart, and of a very 

weak Will, to demurr upon every 
thing that is enjoyn'd ;, to exalt a | 
reaſon for every thing 5, to think 
zl of every precept which we q nat 
How 


Cr) ImperfeAi cordis eſt, & inkr- 
mz prorſus voluntatis, hzrere ad 11n- 
gula quz iniunguntur 3 exigere de 
quibuſque rationem 3 & mile ſuſpica- 
71 de orni precepto cuyjus cauſa la- 
tueritz nec unquam liDenter obedi- 
re, niſi cum audire contigerit quod 
forte Iibucrijr, aut quod non aliter !i- 
cere ſeu expedire monttraverirt vel a- 
perta ratio, vel indubitata authori- 
ras .... Non plane hzc ſt illa quz ex 
Regula tradirur, Obedjentia fine mora, 
S, Bern, lib, de przcep. & diſpen. c» 
IG, 


J tiam, S, Bern, Scrm. 41. de divertis, 
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know the cauſe of , and never to 
obey willingly, unleſs we hegr what 
pleaſes us, or unleſs the neggſſity 
or Convenience of it, -. be prove 

by manifeſ? reaſon or by ſore un- 
queſtionable Authority. T iis is far 
from the Obedience which the Rile 
requires *' OBEDIENCE 
WITHOUT DELAY.(s) 
We onght to be Submiſive and 
Obedient, without asking any que- 


[ior for Conſcience ſake. Theſe 


words of S. B:rnard are too plain 
to need any Comment, and there- 
fore I ſhall only endeavour to 
ſhew the evils which infallibly 
attend thoſe people, who will 
never ſubmit to their Confeſſor 
in any particular difficulty, un- 
leſs he firſt give a ſatisfactory 
reaſon for it, and convince them 
dy meer dint of Argument. 

. L.. 10 


(s) Subditi & cbed;enrcs efle de- 
bemus ad nutum {i rxpofirorum ni- 
h!l interrogantes propter conſcien- 
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1. To avoid the fear of an 
imaginary Sin on the one ſide, 
they put themſelves evidently 
into real danger of Sinning on 
the other. 

2. They affront Chriſt him- 
{elf, by rebelling againſt his Go- 
vernment. 

3. They wiifully oppoſe the 
kind defigns of God's great Mer- 
cy to theng, in allowing them a 
Guide. 

I. To avoid an imaginary 
Sin, they put themſelves evi- 
dently in a real danger of Sin- 
ning. My Confeſſor, you'l ſay, 
25 fallible : How dare I rely «pon 
bim ? Pray, are not you fallible 
too ? How dare you rely upon 
yy ſelf ? If he miſtake, 'tis his 
fault : but if you miſtake, 'tis 
yours, If you depend upon him 
without examining his reaſons, 
the danger is only his; Bat 1f you 
are inquiſitive and will depend 
upon your ſelf, you bring the 
danger to your own Coor 3 _ 
| 
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if there be any miſtake, you 
are juſtly accountable for it. 
You may een thank your ſelf; 
You ſought for danger, and yon 
found it ; You loved it, and 
who can help your perifing in 
it < 

But am mt TI to take care, 
= my Confeſſor be not miſta- 
enf 

Are not you aſhamed to ask 
ſuch a queſtion ? God and his 
Church have both appointed him 
to be your Guide : And mult you 
225 made take upon you to be 
is? 

But whilſt my Confeſſor di- 
rects me, wt were to be wiſht 
that ſome body would adirett 
him, 

That's God's care. He him- 
ſelf rakes that upon him, and 
excuſes you from troubling your 
head about it. It you cannot 
help ſuſpefting that your Con- 
feſlor is a bad man, and that 
therefore God will not direct 

bim : 
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him : You may make amends 
for it, by :aking what care you 
can, to be as good, as you ſhould 
be, Y ur ſelf: And then(if you 
humbly defire 1t, and heartily 
pray for it ) God will be ſure to di- 
req him for your ſake, although 
he would not do ſo much for 
his. B. Sals; adviſes you (7+) to 
pray to Cod w.ih very great in- 
ſtance, and ait*rwards (#) not 
to regard hi | bly as a man, 
nor to truſt in h.3, nor in his 
humane Prudence, but in the Pro- 
vidence of Almighty God, who 
will undoubtedly favour your en- 
deavours, and ſpeak to you by the 
interpoſition of this man ;, putting 
into his mind, and into bis mouth, 
thoſe things which ſhall be moſt 
expedient for your ſpiritual at- 
vancement. In ſhort, there 1s 
nothing more certain, than that 
God will either direct him or 
ex- 
(r) Introd. p. te ch. 4. nz 
(a) ibid. n. 4. 


wut - RXO_—_ 2 =, 2 


—_ fam S——_nun gar > oo. 


WA 


ai ens Srnten Daw ——— 


an Humble Penitent, T6 5 


excuſe you, Beit which way it 
will, your Soul can never be in 
danger, upon this account. For, 
3s long as you camot ſwear, your 
Confeſſor 1s miſtaken ; fo long 
you ay lawfully ſipear, you are 
Secure. S. Bernard propoſes the 
ſame Objefion : (wNVhen matters 
are aouotful, Mem may eaflily deceive 
themſelves in diſcerning the will of 
God, and deceive others in pre- 
{cribiag it, To which he round- 
ly anſwers, What's that to you, 
as long as you are not certain of 
it ? 

II. They affront Chriſt him- 
ſelf, by rebelling againſt his Go- 
vernment. He gives their Con- 
fefſor a full Commiſlion, to be 
their Judge in all doubtful ca- 
les, They will not acknow- 

ledge 

(w) Sed homines, inquies, facile 
falli in Dei voJuntare de reEus dubiis 
percipienda, & in przcipienda fallere 
pofſſunr. Sed enim, Quid hoc referr 
tua, cui conſcius non es ? S. Bern. 
li). de pr&cep, & diſpen. C. 9. 
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ledge him, under that character, 
They'l hearken to him, as to a 
Lawyer at the Bar, if he ples 
ſes: But, as for the Bench, they 
queſtion very much whether 
he be either g904 enough, or 
wiſe enough, to delerve that 
lace, ſo well as they do. They' 
ear his reaſons, and conſider 
them : but, when all is done, 
they are free-born Subjects of 
the Almighty, and are always 
reſolv'd to judge for themſelves, 
S. Bernard ſpeaking of this (x) 
proud Contempt, and Obſt inate 
continuance in it, ſays that even 
in little precepts it amounts to 
more than a little fault, and chan- 
ges a ſmall tranſgreſſion into a 
grievous Crime of Rebellion, 


IIT. They 


(x) Elatio contemnentis, arque 
impxnitentis obſtinatio, in minimis 
quoque mandaris culpam facit non 
minima, & convertic in crimen gra 
vis rehe}lionis culpam fatis levem 
tmplicis tranſgreſfionis, S. Berr. ibid. 
© Ft: 
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II]. They wilfully oppoſe the 
kind deſigns of God's great Mer- 
y to them, in allowing them a 
Guide. By giving us a Guide, 
he puts into our hands the beſt 
means of ſaving our Souls ; he 
ſupplies us with perpetual op- 
portunities of practiſing the beſt 
of moral vertues, Humility and 
Obedience > he leads us 'into 
the beſt and readieſt way of 
following Feſus Chriſt the Cap- 
tain of 'our Salvation, who humn- 
bled himſelf and became obedient; 
for which reaſon God exalted 
him, and will exalt us too, 
provided we follow his exam- 
ple. 

Theſe were the vertues He 
required from our firſt Parents: 
and to make the practiſe more 
eaſy, He was pleaſed to be their 
Guide himſelf, He was every 
way Infallible : his infinite Wil- 
dom on the one fide, and his no 
leſs infinite Goodneſs on the 0- 
ther, were Vouchers for his In- 

fallibility : 


A AE t-5 ns, 
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fallibility : And yet their Pride 


and Diſobedience found a way 
to rob them of their Inno- 
cence, 

To repair this fault of theirs 
the Eternal Truth becomes In- 
carnate, the Word is made Fleſh, 
and dwells amongſt us : He comes 
to enlighten all the World, and 
to take care that thoſe, who fol- 
low him, may never walk in dark- 
neſs. And here indeed the terms 
of our Obedience and Fhmility 
feem ſomethings harder than be- 
fore; becauſe we cannot now be 
faved, without ſubmiſſion of our 
Underſtanding and our Will to 
Han as well as God, Tis true; 
this {an is God, He is inf- 
nitely Wiſe and Good, He is 
therefore every way [afallible. 
But all theſe great and glorious 
advantages are Objects far too 
bright for our weak eyes, we 
cannot fee theſe dazling and a- 
mazing truths, but are forced to 
believe without ſee:ng. Here it 
15, 
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is, we bumble our proud thoughts, 
and captivate them to the evec- 
dience of Chriſt : And 'tis the 
firit Croſs we take np, when 
we begin to follow him. 

But yet this is not all : Neither 
is it juſt that this ſhould be e- 
nough. If we intend to be ex- 
alted we muſt h;mble our ſelves, 
and be obedient one ſtep further. 
Our parents would not ſrbmir 
to God himſelf ; and we, who 
have the ſame Blood in our veins, 
mult now ſubmit not only to 
Man who is God, but to Men 
who are no more Gods than 


weare; to ſen whoare as falli-- 


ble as our ſelves. This is the 
Croſs which we muſt of nece(- 
lity take up, if we intend to fol- 
low him. We muſt be thus far 
humble '.and obedient, if we de- 
lign to be exalted with him. To 
follow him, we muſt (y) hear his 
voice : And, — gone _— 

O 


(y) Fo. 10. 27. 
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ſo far before us, what could he 
contrive better for us, than to 
leave his Miniſters behind him, 
and to give us all the encourage- 
ment that can be, to rely upon 
their word ; by aſſuring us, that 
if we hear them, we hear him 'Tis 
— juſt that this ſame proud 
and ſtubborn Nature of ours, 
which once aſpired ſo high as to 
defy the Higheſt, ſhould now 
bow down its head, not only 
tower. than its Maker, but even | 
lower than the duſt of which he 
made it. 'Tis juſt, I ſay, in things 
indifferent, to reſign our Wills, 
and in doubtful matters, to ſyb- 
mit our Underſtandings, even 
to our fallible fellow creatures 
who are made of the ſame duſt 
with us. 

'Tis hard indeed, at firſt, for 
{© much Pride and Stubbornneſs 
to yield without ſome little re- 
hiſtance, But however, we are 
mn the hands of a God and a 
Judge 
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Judge from whom we cannot 
make our eſcape, and therefore 
we have reaion to be glad to 
kiſs the Rod, although we are 
not fond of it. Nay, we have 
reaſon to be fond of it, if we 
rightly conſider our intereſt, Our 
Saviour himſelf was pleaſed to tel! 
us, before he werr, it was expe- 
dient for us he ſhould go away. 
For although there may be more 
Difficulty in ſubmitting to his 
Miniſters, yet the Benefit* of it 
is incomparably greater. The 
ſelf-denials of our Underſtand- 
ing and our Will are more ac- 
ceptable to God, when they are 
ofter'd to him in the gon of 
a Miniſter who repreſents him. 
They are more humble, and 
therefore more acceptable. And 
here I know not which to ad- 
mire moſt ; the Equity of his 
Juſtice, in making this the pu- 
niſhment .of our Sin ; or the 

| | &-} Kind- 
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Kindneſs of his Mercy, in ma- 
king it the belt, the eaſieſt, and 
the mo't eFeRtual means of pur- 
chaſing oar Everlatting Happi- 
neſs Our C7o{s indeed, is hea- 
vier; but the Reward 1s grea- 
ter. The occaſions of raki;o it 
up, are more frequent; but they 
only ſerve to multiply the gl 
ries of our Crown, when we 
ſhall, one day, be exalted for | 
It, 

This is One kind detign, which 
God has laid 'in order to our | 
future Happineſs - And th:s we | 
wilfully oppoſe as often as we | 
refuſe to ſubmit, without a par- |} 
ticular and a convincing reaſon | 
for it. There is certainly no | 
Humility in never ſubmitting, 
but when our natural Reaſon 
1s convinc'd ; nor is there any 
Obedience in never complying, 
but when we naturally have a 
mind to it, The very worſt 
of Atlieifts and Libertines are 
every 
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every jot as humble and obedien 
as this : They never make any 
difficulty, of Believing what they 

ſee, or Doing what they plegſe. 
A Second deſign of the Di- 
vine Providence in allowing us 
a Guide, is to make us truly 
Happy, not only hereafter, but 
even here. Now this 1s a double 
Kindneſs, and the greateſt that 
can be imagin'd ; that God is 
not contented to crown our 
Happineſs at our journey's end, 
but deſires to give us a taſt of 
it before hand, and offers us as 
much of it as we are able to 
carry with us thither. By lead- 
ing us into the way of Blind 
Cyedience, he removes the cauſes 
of our inward trouble and difſ- 
quiet, and lays a ſure founda- 
tion of interiour cortort and 
tranquillity of mind, And this 
I ſhaii endeavour to give a par- 
ticalar account oi, out of pity 
and compaſſion to thoſe Tuno- 
L 3 ron g 
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rous Conſciences, who make it 
their great deſign to pleaſe them- 
ſelves, but know not how to 
v0 about it. 
_ One would admire to ſee the 
ftrange perverſnes and frow- 
ardneis of people, when they 
are polleſs'd with panick fear. 
Every thing lies croſs in their 
way. The very ſhadow of an 
obligation: is enough to put them 
in afright. What ever it is, they 
think wt morally impoſlible to 
be comply'd with ; and there- | 
fore hate the very thought of . 
it. God gives them a Guide: | 
and becauſe this looks as if they 
were oblig'd in Conſcience to 
follow his direction, therefore 
they ſtart back, and cry, what 
7s our Reaſon good for, if mn 
doubts we muſt ſubmit it to our 
Guide? And yet, it God had bid 
them rely entirely upon their 
Reaſon, they would perhaps have 
thought it the harder meaſure 
of 
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of the two, and would have ar- 
gued the contrary way, what 
7s our Guide good for, if we may 


rot <jfely rely upon him ? They 


would fain be doing their duty; 
and for fear of doing it the 
wrong way, they never do it 
right, They are too wiſe to 
truſt their Confeſſor ; and. yet 
they are not wiſe enough to 
truit themſelves. They are deſ- 
perately fond of [prculative cer- 


tainty : but the miſchief is, it 


is not to be found. Probability 
ſometimes flatters them with 
hopes of abſolute certainty; but 
always deceives them, and puts 
them off with doubtiul if 's and 
and's, which are never able to 
give them any ſatisfaction. This 
is the reaſon why they are al 
ways feartal, and always inqui- 
fitive to find out reaſons to ap- 
peaſe their fears. But after all 
their vain endeavours to confirm 
and ſettle their opinion, they can 

1 4 ne- 
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never attain to a ſteddy and un- 
ſhaken perſwaſion of it. Their 
Conſcience ever and anon re- 
coyls upon them ; and all. their 
plauſible reaſoning 1s ſtill born 
down wand confuted by a itrong 
ſu{p.cion which they can ne- 
ver «vt ont of their minds, that 
perhaps they are ſtill miſta- 
ken. 

But that which I moſt ad- 
mire, is the ftrange obſtinacy 
of their humour, who after 
long experience having felt the 
ſmart of their miſerable condi 
tion, are fti!] relolved to conti- 
nue in it, They dayly find 
themſelves at a loſs : They 
have all the reaſon in the 
world to conclude they are in 
the wrong way : And yet they 
{till go on. A Traveller is wil 
er than ſo. As ſoon as he finds 
himſelf out of the way. he pre- 
ſently ſtops his conrſe, he turns 
towards the right way "__ 

| all 
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all the ſpeed he can, and has 
not the leaſt inclination to go- 
wrong any further, But the 
minds of theſe people are fo 
hurried away, by their unrea- 
fonable prejudices, that though 
they find themſelves in the 
wrong, they cannot endure to 
return to the right. They ex- 
pe to ſee an end of all their 
fears, and then they intend to 
be as obedient as you pleaſe. 
Mean time, they beg pardon, 
if thzy defer their Obedience 
till the practiſc of it be a little 
more eaſy to them. Now this 
is a fancy which is every jot 
as extravagant as that of the 
1dcor, who being come to the 
river fide, and es obliged to 
pals over, durit not venture in 
a boat, but reſolv'd to expect. 
till the water was all gone, and 
teft the channel dry. He ob- 
ferv'd the iwiftnels of the ſtream, 
and fancied it would ſoon run 

I 5 quite. 
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quite away, and leave him a 
free and eafie paſſage. But the 
river runs, and ſtill: runs on, 
and though - he ſhould expet 
a thouſand years, *twould ne- 
ver leave off running. And fo 
*tis in our preſent caſe. Their 
doubts and jealouſies, their rea- 
fonings and diſputings, will ſtill 
xun on, and never have an 
end. *Tis impoſlible they ſhould 
ever. have any tolerable enjoy- 
ment of themſelves, or ever be 
able to ſhake off theſe tor- 
menting fears, but by ſubmit- 
ing to. the eaſy yoke of Teſus 
Chriſt, and by ſecuring them- 


ſelves under his protection, whom _ | 


hitherto they have affronted, 
by deſpiſing of his. Miniſters. 


Nothing but Blind © Obedience - 


can free them from all this mi- 
ſery by removing the cauſes of 
their inward trouble and dil- 
quiet, and by laying a ſure foun- 
dation of interiour comfort and 


tranquillity of mind. The. 
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The principal cauſe of their 
inward trouble, is this. They 
rely entirely upon their own. 
judgment : and therefore have 
juit reaſon to conclude, that 
they are unavoidably accoun- 
table for every miliake they 
commit. And this is abundant- 
ly enough to make them always. 
jealous, that, for ought they 
know, God's Juſtice may be 
making towards them, and his 
Anger levell'd againſt them. But 
this cauſe ceaſes immediately, 
J as ſoon as they entertain the 
q- principles af Blind obed:ence : 
Becauſe *tis evident, when God 
has given them a Confeſſor to 
direct them, it cannot: be his 
will and pleaſure that this Guide 
ſhould be directed and guided 
by them. *Tis true >; He may 
be miſtaken : .But let him look 
to that, 'I1is none of their bu- 
ſneſs to examine him : On the 
contrary 'its commendable mn 

them 
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them to ſubmit (z) without ask- 
2g any queſtion for Conſcience 
ſake. And therefore, although 
his miſtakes may perhaps be 
fatal to- himſelf, tis as clear as 
the Meridian Sun, that they 
can never be fatal to them, nor 
can they ever be accounta- 
ble for any thing which he ad- 
vides, 

Another more ſecret cauſe 
of their inward diſquiet, is 
well expreſsd by St. Auſtin, 
who ſays, Thou haſt made us, 
O Lord, for thy ſelf 5 and ow 
hearts are always reſtleſs, ll 
we reſt in thee. All creatures 
are unealy when they are out 
of their natural Element. No- 
thing is at ref, but whilit it 
is in that ſtate which Nature in- 
tended for it. Obedience is the 
natural ſtate of the Soul : it 
was made to obey its Maker | 

and 
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and the conſtant praQtice of 
this Vertue, is the condition 
to which God defign'd it. He 
gave us our Reaſon ;, not to 
make us Rebels, but to make 
us reaſonable Subjets : and 
therefore all our a&s of Sub- 
miſtion to the Authority of his 
Government, are rational and 
ſuitable to the firſt inſtitution. 
of our Nature. Our Reaſon is 
a Ray of the Divinity ; it im- 
_ the image of our Ma- 
er on our Souls ; and writes. 
the fundamental laws of our 


Submiſſion, in ſo plain a cha- - 


rater, that though our Paſlions 
now and then obſcure it, yet 
they never can efface it. As 
long as (a) our Souls are ſubjett 
to the higher powers ordain'd by 
God: (b ) obeying them that rule 
over us, and ſubmitting our ſelves 
to thoſe who warch for our 


Souls ;, 


a) Rom. 13- 1. (b) Hebr, 13+ 17. 
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Souls, fo long onr Souls are in 
their natural temper, and are 
in very good health, becauſe 
they are in that State in which 
they ought to be, according 
to the primitive intention of 
their being. But when we rc- 
fiſt the power of Authority ; 
when we (<c) reſiſt the ordinance 
of Go ;, when we revolt againſt 
the Government of Jeſns Chriſt, 
by deſpiſing the Commillion 
he has given to our Confeſlor, 
and by refuſing in doubtful 
caſes to acknowledge the ſuff- 
ciency and ſafety of his Di 
rection ; then it 1s that we a& 
contrary to the inward light 
of our minds, our Conſcience 
checks us, and inakes us un- 
ealy. And how can we hope 
to be at eaſe, as long as we 
have poyſon within us, which 
puts us in a fickly and diſeaſed 

condition! 
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condition ? Our Pride and Will- 
fulneſs puts all our ſpirits in a 
continual fermentation. Our 
minds can never be ſerene, as 
long as they are clouded with 
J the fumes of our diſtemper. 
J All the common arts of diver- 
J ſton will never avail us : we 
yy change our place, our 
poſture, our phyſick, and our 
Phyſician . too ;, but we ſhall {till 
J be reſtleſs, till the cauſe be re- 
moved, which creates our diſ- 
turbance. (4) There 1s no peace, 
ſays my God, to the wicked. Burt, 
as in our body we find an un- 
J expreſtible eaſe and pleaſure, 
J when it js in perfe&t ſtate of 
J health - ; So when Obedience 
J correfts the proud and wiltu! 
humours of our Soul, rejtores 


the even temper of our Mind, 


and {mooths the way before us; 
Then it is that all is eaſy to 
ys; 
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-us. We eaſily kmow what we are 
bid to do: And, being humbled, 
we as caſily do it. 

The Obedience, which 1 
ſpeak of, not only removes 
the cauſes of our inward troy: 
ble and diſquiet ; but lays a ſure 
foundation of interiour com- 
fort and tranquillity of mind, 
by affording us the beſt Sec: 
rity, that we can wiſh for, 
during Life ; and the greateſt 
Joy, that we can think of, at 
the hour of Death. What grea- 
ter Srcur.ty can our hearts de- 
fire, than to be under the pro- 
tection of God. himſelf, the 
Shepherd of our Souls, who 
knows a great deal better, than 
we do, What is good for ns, 
and will not ſuffer us to co 
aſtray, becauſe he loves us bet- 
ter than we love our felves ? 
He was our Enemy hetore ; 
whilſt we rebelld againſt bis 
Government : But, by deteſting 
Our 


ro 
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our paſt pride and folly, and 
ſubmitting to his Minulters, he 
now becomes our Friend, Al 
Friendſhip 1s comfortable : but 
this is the beſt of Friendilups, 
and therefore is the greateſt and 
divineſt comiort. 'Tis a great - 
fatisfaRtion, to feel that we our 
ſelves love God : and a double 
ſatisfaction, to hope that He 
hinſelf loves us. Then it is, 
that we may ſay to our Soul, 
as David did, (ec) Return wato 
thy reſt, O my Soil ,, (f) My 
God 1s my Light, and my Sal- 
vation Whom ſhall 1 fear ? My 
God is the Protector of miy Life ; 
of whom ſhall I be afraid ? 

As *tis our belt Security 5 du- 
ring life ; ſo 'tis our greateſt 
Joy at the approach of Death, 
and yields molt comfort then 
when we ftland molt mn _ 

'Q) 
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of it. *Tis a terrible thing to 
a departing Soul, when it looks 
back upon a prond and wilful 
courſe of life, which inſtead of 
being ſpent in the ſervice of 
God, has been perpetually em- 
ploy'd in idle reaſoning and 
diſputing, how to ſerve him, 
when to ſerve him, and whether 
to ſerve him or 7o, What can 
ſuch people plead in their be- 
half ? 'Tis certainly no good 
excuſe, to ſay, Lord, we have 
always been rebellious agaiaſy thy 
Government ; but the reaſon was, 
becauſe we were afraid to rely 
upon it and indeed, we durſt 
not take thy word for -it, be- 
cauſe we thought it fitter for ns, 
in all our doubts, to govern Our 
ſelves according to our * own. far 
cy. *Trs true, we have ſeldome 
#& never done our Duty ;, but we 
hope thou wilt pleaſe to para 
our wilful omiſſions of it, be- 
earſe we were always fo migis 
ry 


'an Humble Penitent. 187 


ty buſy mm thinking and conſ1de- 
ring of it, that we could never 
find time to do it. Here 1t 1s 
their guilty Conſcience lies in 
wait to accuſe them, and never 
s.more flerce than in the day 
of .adverfity. When Eternity, 
that terrifying object, at the 
hour of Death, preſents it ſelf 
before their thoughts ; when 
they feel themſelves beginning 
to fink mto the regions of dark- 
neſs ; when they are ready to 
die at the amazing apprehen- 
hon of their final Sentence ; 
How will the Guilt of all their 
Diſobedience then {tare them in 
the face ! With what regret 
and terrour will they then be- 
hold it, in its own true ſhape | 
What tamults and convulſions 
will it raiſe within their breaſts, 
when they obſerve a long black 
train of proud and wiltul pra- 
(tices, which very well deſerve 
to be attended with a longer 
and 
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and a blacker train of everlaſt 
ing miſeries ! 

But it is not ſo with thoſe 
who have in time repented of 
their folly, and | have proved 
ſincerely Humble and Obed:enr. Jn 
their greateſt temptations, all 
is calm and ſerene within, when 
there is nothing but darkneſs and 
clouds about them. All tir 
acts of Submiſſion are {o many 
ſeeds of peace and comfort fown 
in their Conſciences, Which ne- 
ver fail to ſpring up, and flow 
riſh molt. when the day of di- 
ſrreſs approach?s, When the 


pangs of Death are readv to | 


lay hold of them, and they 
are juit going to ſtep into the 
other World, what a fſcaſona- 
ble reireſhment_is it to their 
thoughts, to look back upon 
an /1umble and Obedicnt courſe 
of life ? Then it is that the plea- 
{ure of it over-flows their minds, 
the joys of Heaven begin to 
{ipring 


fpring up in their hearts, and 
are a true and ſolid comfort 
which will ſtick cloſe to them 
and ſtand faithfully by them in 
the day of Trial, when they have 
molt need of it. O whata Joy it 
is, to conlider that their greateſt 
Friend, who has been hereto- 
fore the Shepherd of their Souls, 
is now the 7Julze of their Ac- 
tions ! to refle&t that their Hu- 
mility mn hearing his Yoice, and 
their - Obedience in following it, 
are the certain marks by which 
he krows the happy number of 
his Sh:ep ! and to remember that 
he will not fail to /e: them oz 
his right hard, when he comes 
in glory to pronounce the Sen- 
tence of their Everlaiting Hap- 
pineſs ! To hear his Yuice Was 
once the Secrrity of their life © 
And to hers the /[ar:e, 1s now 
the Joy of their death. Ay Sheep, 
lays he, heur my Voice, andthey 
follow me © and I eive wto them 
Eternal 
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Eternal Life © and they ſhall not 
periſh for ever. Come ye Bleſſed 
of my Father ; Come and nherir 
the Kingdom, which was' prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the 
World. Amen. 


